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An Analytical Study of Academic Trends
in Doctoral Dissertations in the OT Studies
by Korean Scholars (1931-2010)

Sang Lae Kim, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of Theology
Sahmyook University

The academic analysis of their doctoral dissertations in the Old
Testament by Korean scholars has not yet been once attempted. This
paper is to grasp the academic trends by analyzing these dissertations.
For this, one hundred and twenty nine dissertations have been
collected. The analysis has been accomplished according to the ‘when’
(year), ‘where’ (school) and ‘what™ (topic).

Firstly, the following result is deduced from the analysis of ‘when’
(year).

years till 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

number 4 6 16 43 60

This shows that the number of Korean doctoral—degree holders in
the OT Studies has been increased twice or three times in each decade.
Secondly, the analysis of 'where (schools)' shows the following resul

language  Korean English German Hebrew  Etc
country | Korea | USA | UK | AU | S. Africa | Germany | Swiss| Israel

number 29 47 | 20| 2 2 17 1 7 4
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This diagram shows that the academic globalization has been establis
hed in the society of Old Testament Studies in Korea. Scholars from
'foreign' are still in majority, but the production from ‘domestic’ is
on the way of rapid growth. This promises that we are ready to do
Koreanized Old Testament Studies in the context of globalization. Espe
cially, scholars from 'Israel' makes to expect to deepen and broaden
the linguistic horizon of the Old Testament Studies in Korea.

Thirdly, ‘what (topic)” of dissertations is analyzed by the following
categories; Studies on the Old Testament, Studies with the Old Testam
ent, Studies for the Old Testament, and Studies on the Old Testament
Studies. The analysis shows that Korean scholars are mainly interested
in the 'Studies on the Old Testament.' That is, their academic concern
is focused on exploring the text of the Old Testament itself. But the
studies in other categories also became the focus of academic attention,
although still in minority.

Key Words

Korean Old Testament Studies
Academic Trends

Doctoral dissertation

Studies on the Old Testament
Studies with the Old Testament
Studies for the Old Testament
Studies on the Old Testament Studies
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