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Cities of refuge in ancient Israel and a separate
city (5l &) and Sodo(%% #) in ancient Korea

Joong Ho Chong, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of Christian Studies

Keimyung University

The purpose of this study is to resolve contention related to cities of refuge in
the Old Testament by comparing the similarities and differences between cities
of refuge of ancient Istael and a separate city (3| &) and Sodo(#k#:) in Mahan,

Six out of 48 levitical cities distributed in ancient Israel are divided as cities of
refuge. The most important role of cities of refuge is to protect the murderer who
killed accidentally.

Meanwhile, a separate city(jll &) and Sodo(#i%#) was a similar shelter in
ancient Korea, Records about a separate city and Sodo appears in Hanjun (i
{#), Wijidongijun(Bi:5# #(H), Three Kingdoms(=[H7) which was written by

Jinsoo(B§ 55, 233-297). A separate city and Sodo were sacred places where the

criminals were protected,

144 » F-F=tt A 178 43 (%9 42%) 2011 12€ 319

Through studying Sodo we can conclude that cities of refuge were established
in the discrete period of political power and religious authority. And after the
strengthening of the political power and the formation of national and state
systems, cities of refuge were no longer maintained. Thus, cities of refuge were
established before the power of throne was enhanced. Although controversial,
the most probable period of establishment and operation of cities of refuge is
before the throne was strengthened sufficiently before the time of David,

Cities of refuge protected involuntary manslaughters after a trial based on
priestly theology. However ordinary criminals escaped into Sodo. For the
purpose of fixing the order and edification, Sodo imposed a punishment or a
pardon by a criminal trial,

As for case of the cities of refuge, the involuntary slaughters were able to go
out when the high priest died. However, in Sodo, they were not able to go out,
In Sodo, during the spring and autumn period, by offering a sacrifice to heavenly
god, the economic trade was also carried out in the separate city, However, the

cities of refuge were not economic centers,
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