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The emancipation of king Zedekiah and the
strengthening of his throne

Joong Ho Chong, Ph D,
Professor, Department of Christian Studies

Keimyung University

The purpose of this paper is to analyze and compare cases of
emancipation involving king Zedekiah in the Hebrew Bible and King
Gwangjong of the Goryeo dynasty, so that the present writer may find
what is the motivation and purpose lying behind the events, Particularly
in this paper, the present writer concentrated on the factors of social
integration and strengthening of these King's respective thrones,

In the case of emancipation of Jeremiah 34:8—22, the king initiated
emancipation by contracting with the influential slave owners,
influential, the influentials, Although they comply with the contract,
their minds were reluctant to accept the act of emancipation,

According to the result of analysis and comparison between the

cases of emancipation under king Zedekiah and Gwangjong of Goryeo
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dynasty, it is assumed that the king Zedekiah and the slave owners
had knowledge of the Covenant Code (Exod 21:2—11), the Code of
Deuteronomy (Deut 15:12—18). However, they did not fully comply with
the laws of the codes, It seems that they freed the slaves out of complex
motivations along with other factors,

Meanwhile, in the case of king Gwangjong, the king liberated
slaves wholly for strengthening the royal throne, From the beginning
onward king Gwangjong strengthened the throne, On the basis of the
strengthened power of the throne, the king liberated the slaves owned
by the nobles,

According to the analysis of the Zedekiah's emancipation event, the
goal of strengthening the throne was an important factor along with
the factors of the military power and the religion, It is because the king
Zedekiah's power was weak from the beginning of enthronement, To
liberate slaves owned by the nobles was a golden opportunity to enhance
the power of throne,

And the king Zedekiah found the ground of emancipation in the
Exodus, while king Gwangjong did it in the general consensus that debt
slavery was illegal, Actually both grounds were used for liberating debt

slavery,
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