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Wattles & Co,, 1894), 731

2) Victor H, Matthews and Don C. Benjamin, Social World of Ancient lsrael 1250-587 BCE (Massachusetts:
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc,, 1993), 82,

3) John Bell Matthews, Hospitality in the New Testament Church, Th,D. Dissertation, Princeton University, 1964, iii

4) John Koenig, New Testament Hospitality: Partnership with Strangers as Promise and Mission (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1985), 181,

5) Henri J. M, Nouwen, Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life (Garden City: Doubleday and
Co,, Inc,, 1975), 47,

6) Henri J. M. Nouwen, The Wounded Healer (New York: Doubleday, 1979), 89f,
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7) Hermann Gunkel, Genesis (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1977), 193f,

8) Claus Westermann, Genesis 12-36. A Commentary, trans, by John J, Scullion S, J. (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Publishing House, 1985), 276,
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9) Gerhard von Rad, Genesis, A Commentary, trans, by John H, Marks (London: SCM Press, 1972), 205,

10) Westermann, Genesis 12-36, 275, 0|0i| CHoll REHQ! SEXIQI Nahum M, Sarnai= 1a7t B! At A1
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Qict J2|oe 2RENM Liauol thet Blthe Alo| $IES #YskE AECH O 30 (Shab, 127a)8t
US QIKSIYLCE Nahum M, Sarna, Genesis, The JPS Torah Commentary (The Jewish Publication Society:
Philadelphia, New York, Jerusalem, 1989), 128 Zt11,
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Wenham, Genesis 16-50 (WBC 2: Word Books: Waco, 1987).
12) Westerman, Genesis 12-36, 276,
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13) Nahum M, Sama, Genesis, The JPS Torah Commentary (The Jewish Publication Society: Philadelphia, New
York, Jerusalem, 1989), 128,

14) Westermann, Genesis, 277.
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Hebrew Grammar (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1922)

18) Rebecca Abts Wright, Establishing hospitality in the Old Testament: Testing the tool of linguistic pragmatics,
Ph.D. Diss,, Yale University, 1989, 108, 124,
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20) Sama, Genesis, 129,

21) Susan Niditch, “The ‘Sodomite’ Theme in Judges 19-20: Famiy, Community, and Social Disintegration,”
CBQ 44(1982), 376, “Z 191-111} At 1910-302| ATHXQ! ithi= olopy| A&t JZig St JHE=!
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22) Victor H, Matthews, “Hospitality and Hostility in Judges 19,” BTB 22(1992), 3; Mark D, Jordan, The Invention
of Sodomy in Christian Theology (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1997), 30,
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23) Miguel A, De La Torre, Genesis (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2011), 192,
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Liturgical Press, 2003), 122,
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Understanding the Bible within the Multi—

Cultural Society
—A Study on Hospitality in the Old Testament —

Pong Dae Im
Lecturer at the Methodist Theological University
Graduate Theological Union, Ph D,

This study addresses the topic of hospitality in the Old Testament,
particularly in an attempt to respond to the steadily increasing rate
of multi—cultural families in our society and the subsequent need to
understand how to treat them hospitably in our community,

Hospitality, a practice of receiving and extending friendship to strangers,
is a highly esteemed virtue in the Old Testament, The concept of hosting
originated with the need for aid when being away from home, A stranger is
welcomed into an encampment, village, or town and is given a new status

as a guest, thereby removing the hostile overtones associated with the
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different and the unfamiliar,

While Gen 18:1-8 provides an example of hospitality, the stories of
Sodom(Gen 19) and Gibeah(Judg 19) accuse violations of the communities
obligations to provide hospitality, In Gen 19, the Sodomites treat Lot as
an alien and disregard him, in Judg 19, old man which treats the Levite
hospitably is a resident alien just as Lot was in Sodom, Resident aliens — or
‘sojourners — were not qualified to function as hosts,

In both instances the host, who is responsible to protect the guest, is a
resident alien, while the citizens from the community attempt to rape the
guest, The tragedy comes in making resident aliens serve as a community’
s hospitable party, which is not respected by the men of the city, As a
result, the inhabitants of Sodom and Gibeah violate the law of hospitality
by harming the guests,

Many similarities between Gen 19 and Judg 19 suggest that Israel is
always in danger of becoming like Sodom(cf. Isa 1:10; 3:9) and hence liable
to a punishment like that of Sodom(cf, Deut 29:23—24). These biblical cases
help us to understand the fact that we need to treat the multi—cultural
families increasing in number in our society, not as the marginal groups,

but as the full members of our community,
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