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Eschatology in the Book of Daniel
revealed through the indication of Chronology

Chong Hun Pae (Ph. D. Assistant Professor)

Presbyterian Theological College and Seminary

My study starts from my question about why Dan 7, 8, 9, and 10-12
repeat the similar revelations about eschatology. My thesis in this paper
is that the view about eschatology in the Book of Daniel is gradually
formulated according to the period which Daniel lived in. The common
themes in both Daniel 1-6 and Daniel 7-12 are as follows: the exile
is allowed by God; the exile comes to its end with the coming of the
kingdom of God; the end of the exile does not come through human
power; God deposes and sets up kings until the exile comes to its end. In
Dan 7-12, the revelation about eschatology is gradually revealed through
the historical element and revelatory element. Antiochus IV in Dan 7-12
shows its archetype of both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar in that

the first threatens the life of the diaspora by forcing the worship of the
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golden statue, and the latter commits a blasphemy. The first faith about
eschatology is that the Babylonian empire perishes. While, however, the
Babylonian empire still exists, Daniel receives new revelation about four
kingdoms, a time, two times, half a time as a climax of persecution, the
destruction of the fourth kingdom, and the coming of one like a human-
being. It is not easy for Daniel to understand this new revelation. After
Babylon destroyed, Daniel understands the end of exile does not come
when Babylon destroys, but after seventy weeks. Now Daniel understands
a time, two times, half a time is connected to the revelation of seventy
weeks. Through new revelation in Dan 10-12, Daniel understands that four
kingdoms and seventy weeks are connected each other. Moreover, Daniel

receives the revelation about the event in the end of history.
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