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81:17-2:10

HEAM

The Understanding of Jonah’s Character
Described in Jonah’s Prayer (Jon 1:17-2:10)

Sanglae Kim, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of Theology

Sahmyook University

This study analyzes Jonah’s prayer in 1:17-2:10 in the literary context
of final-form of the text as a prayer of someone who just escaped a
close death call, and looks closely at the personality of Jonah described
in the given text. Through such exegesis, following new understandings
were deducted. Firstly, the reason why Jonah asked the sailors to throw
in down the sea is not because it was a voluntary human sacrifice, but
a challenge and rebel against YHWH’s authority. Secondly, the reason
why described his actions as done according to God in chapter 2 is
because he recognized the absolute authority of YHWH who saved
his life. Thirdly, the prayer given in such background is certainly not a
boastful prayer, but a prayer of repentance and thankfulness. Fourthly,
his criticism against the gentile is not about idol worship, but about their
ungratefulness towards God’s grace. I believe such understanding of
Jonah’s description in chapter 2 illuminates a new light in understanding
the Book of Jonah, and will contribute in expanding the horizon.

Jonah's Prayer portrays Jonah as devout and truthful. Nonetheless,
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this image of Jonah accentuates his caprice remarkably, as observed

throughout the context of the book of Jonah.

Keywords

Jonah

Prayer of Jonah

Jonah chapter 2

Jon 1:17-2:10

Idea of Chosen People

BETY:20143 7901
B A 20143 79 28
AR Y2014 89 06

[ute] 7)%= (& 1:17-2:10)90 BARE gt 47 o4 | el 255



