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Hahn, Old Testament in Modern Research (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1954), 44—
82; Robert C. Culley, "Anthropology and Old Testament Studies: An Introductory Comment’,
Semeia 21 (1981), 1-5; Magne Sebgled.), Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: The History of Its
Interpretation, Ill/2: The Twentieth Century (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co.
KG, 2015), 83-90.

W. Robertson Smith, Lectures on the Religion of the Semites: First Series, The Fundamental
Institutions (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1889).

James G. Frazer, Folk-lore in the Old Testament (3 vols; London: Macmillan & Co., 1918).
Theodore H. Gaster, Myth, Legend, and Custom in the Old Testament (New York: Harper &
Row, 1969).
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7) Edmund Leach, Genesis as Myth, and Other Essays (London: Jonathan Cape, 1969); Edmund
Leach and D. Alan Aycock, Structuralist Interpretations of Biblical Myth (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1983).

8) J. Pitt=Rivers, The Fate of Shechem or the Politics of Sex: Essays in the Anthropology of the
Mediterranean (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977).

9) 2| HZ2tA0l| &t The Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 8 (2008)0f AXHE =2E9| XXt M=
2 Ch21t 2Tk Ronald Hendel and Saul M. Olyan, "Beyond Purity and Danger: Mary Douglas
and the Hebrew Bible; Ronald Hendel, "Mary Douglas and Anthropoligical Modernism"; Alfred
Marx, "The Relationship Between the Sacrificail Laws and the Other Laws in Leviticus 19"
Saul M. Olyan, "Mary Douglas's Holiness/Wholeness Paradigm: Its Potential for Insight and
Tts Limitations"; Rudiger Schmitt, "The Problem of Magic and Monotheism in the Book of
Leviticus’; David P. Wright, "Deciphering a Definition: The Symtagmatic Structural Analysis of
Ritual in the Hebrew Bible."
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10) Norman K. Gottwald, The Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of Liberated Israel,
1250- 1050 BCE (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1979); Idem, The Hebrew Bible: A Socio-Literary
Introduction (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985).

1) Robert R. Wilson, Genealogy and History in the Biblical World (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1977); Idem, Prophecy and Society in Ancient Israel (Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1980).

12)  Wilson, %12(1977), 13-18; Idem, R2(1980), 14-16.

13) Robert C. Culley and Thomas W. Overholt(eds.), Semeia 21: Anthropological Perspectives on
Old Testament Prophecy (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 1982).

14)  John W. Rogerson, Anthropology and the Old Testament (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1979).

15)  Thomas W. Overholt, Cultural Anthropology and the Old Testament (Philadelphia: Augsburg
Fortress, 1992).
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16) Louise J. Lawrence & Mario I. Aguilar(eds.), Anthropology and Biblical Studies: Avenues of
Approach (Scholeksterstraat, The Netherlands: Deo Publishing, 2004); Emanuel Pfoh(ed.),
Anthropology and the Bible: Critical Perspectives (Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2010). =L
OlMi= Sd3io] FefdMel T OfGlE fIsto] 2Rt XizSS 28517 I= it 843, "FofgMel H
& 0fsl", "=t MI20E(2006\ 48), 124-146.
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18) MYA maolX, "EBIHK] M1, (e FF), (ME: SF28HAL 2005), 70-73. EM= Frazer,
James G., The Golden Bough (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1922).
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19) Z2{o|xfofl CHEH HIEL2 Edmund Leach, "Golden Bough or Gilded Twig', Daedalus 90 (1961), 371
399; LEHAL “HIEZILFERRIT M2 & Q| — Zafjo[x{e]| "&FZIIX|ol| et 1ELE AR 'SAESE
7, MI353(2005' 38), 51-69; CHLIY BA, "Emof| tht of5] 71X| 0125, (ZHH/MES 82), (1
Qb RIS HTA, 2006), 91-94 &1, K= Pals, Daniel L., Eight Theories of Religion (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006).
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20) rh OIEIE, AL, 12lA, miu7|o SXIoM B2 ST ojn|et X2 HEoZ 55| A
=|ACt Jacob Milgrom, Numbers: The JPS Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: The Jewish
Publication Society, 1990), 459-4602 =2t

21) ORAME olAlof ChE! JHZXQI LIS YHY, "0t At £x|0f
(20054 12%), 10-302 E=stat,

22) Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus 1-16: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary
(Anchor Bible 3; New York: Doubleday, 1991), 1020.

23) G. R. Driver, "Three Technical Terms in the Pentateuch’, Journal of Semitic Studies 1 (1956),
97-98.

24) Milgrom, R=2(1991), 1021.
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25) Charles L. Feinberg, "The Scapegoat of the Leviticus Sixteen", Bibliotheca Sacra 115 (1958),
328.

26) L2 19| Yrhigh 7| FHIXe! 2f1917] FAMoflM OFAMS] ojojoi cht Citet SHEES Halste, 2 &
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2|2 HsIXl= =ttt 2= i 0] oAl 1 2S0IM E5] #aliX|IH RS0 2 HI7{5H= 24l
(elimination rites)?| YE2Z OfaiStt Milgrom, Z(1991), 1020-1021, 1071-1079. 0 2fAloj| cH
5ted= David P. Wright, The Disposal of Impurity: Elimination Rites in the Bible and in Hittite
and Mesopotamian Literature (SBLDS 1071; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1987)& &2t

27) David P. Wright, "Azazel', Anchor Bible Dictionary I 536.
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28) John B. Geyer, "Mice and Rites in 1 Samuel v—vi', Vetus Testamenturn 31 (1981), 293-304.
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Anthropology and the Old Testament:

From Frazer's Sympathetic Magic to Douglas’s Concept of
Purity

Seung-Il Kang Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, College of General Education

Hannam University

With the emergence of so-called historical criticism of the Bible
in the 19th century, the theories and methodologies used in the
social sciences began to be applied to the Old Testament. Although
it has collaborated with other disciplines, such as Semitic linguistics,
archaeology, ancient Near Eastern studies, theology, and philosophy,
the community of anthropologists has rarely engaged with biblical
studies .

This paper briefly reviews the history of scholarship of the
anthropological interpretation of the Old Testament from Robertson

Smith’s Lectures on the Religion of the Semites: First Series, The
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Fundamental Institutions, to some recent series of collections of
essays. Then it discusses methodological problems in the use of
anthropological data for biblical studies.

As a case study, it applies two well-known anthropological theories
to the interpretation of some enigmatic rites and anecdotes in the
Old Testament: one is the theory of sympathetic magic put forward
by James G. Frazer in his magnum opus, The Golden Bough, and
the other is Mary Douglas’s understanding of the concept of purity/
holiness. The incident of the bronze serpent made by Moses (Num 21),
the scapegoat ritual (Lev 16), and the story of five golden tumors and
five golden mice (1 Sam 5-6) are interpreted in light of the theory of
sympathetic magic. And the concept of contagious holiness, inspired by
Mary Douglas’s contagious impurity, is the key to the interpretation of
the story of Uzzah’s sudden death (2 Sam 6).

The results of this study suggest the following: (1) some rituals in
the Old Testament may have originated from old magical practices;
(2) stories in the Bible reflect general features of human social life,
symbol systems, and religious concepts; and (3) the study of the Old
Testament should not remain within the framework of the ancient Near
Eastern context, but it should engage in dialogue with findings from

anthropological inquiries.
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anthropology

James Frazer
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