Psalms were translated into Korean as Yeondo (i) prayers, and they
were used in funeral rites in the 1800s. Psalms 24, 51, 113, 119, 130,
148, 149, and 150 were translated and published in the woodblock
book Tyeonjyu-syeonggyo-ryegyu (KEEiEH) in 1865. Psalms51
and 130 were also translated in Tyeonjyu-syeonggyo-gonggwa. The
Psalms were adapted into prayers, with a partial commentary. For the
Yeondo (Jifii#) prayers, the Psalms contain musical and ritual elements
in abundance, since several Christians repeated in unison the Yeondo
(J#iz) prayers in their funeral prayers throughout the night and in their
funeral processions.

Finally, some of the Psalms were translated at the end of the 19th
century in the Miimi-gyohoe-gangrye, Uigyung-mundab, Wi-wonib-
gyoin-gyudo, and Chosun- Christian-journal. Sixty-two of the Psalms

were translated in Sipyun-chwalyo.
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A Practical Use of the Book of Psalms

Chang Joo Kim Ph. D.
Professor, Department of Theology

Hanshin University

The purpose of this research is to determine the way in which the
Psalms were utilized, not only in worship but also in real life, and thus 1
investigated how the Psalms were used in ancient Jewish community, in
the medieval Orthodox church, and in the Catholic community.

The Book of Psalms is a collection of compositions that the Israelites
sang toward God on various occasions. A close look shows that this
collection consists of 5 books, that is, Book I (chaps 1-41), Book II
(chaps 42-72), Book III (chaps 73-89), Book IV (chaps 90-106), and
Book V (chaps 107-150). Why is it divided into 5 Books? It is often
said that David, presumably regarded as its author, is responsible for
these five books just as Moses is for the Pentateuch. In recent research,

however, the division is shown to be related to a three year cycle of
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communal readings of the Israelites. This suggests how deeply the The result of this research is, therefore, to lead us to use and
Psalms impacted the Israelites, communally as well as individually., understand the Psalms in performative readings in our daily lives.

Later, the Western church and the Orthodox church of medieval times

began to follow the Judaic tradition. In this respect, a comparative study

of the two traditions is also necessary. Keywords

Meanwhile, theopoetics is a technical term that articulates Yahweh as

the origin of revelation and mystery in real life, through poetic emotion. Psalms

This gives a new perspective from which to radically understand the lectionary

Psalms. First, theopoetics can inspire poetic imagination, with the perfomative reading
understanding that the collection of Psalms is a record of the human Western church
quest for God, but not an object of historical criticism. Second, Orthodox church

it distinguishes the communication of the Psalms from that of the

Pentateuch and the Prophets. In short, the latter are divine teachings

and proclamations toward Israel, whereas the former are Israelite BET7Y: 20159 049 01
responses and confessions toward God. Nonetheless, the Psalms form m AR 2015 04€ 209
a part of the biblical canon. m AR 42015 05€ 06

If so, how do the Psalms as part of the canon play a role in daily life?
The conclusion that I came to in this study is that the Israelites read
the Psalms regularly and repeatedly as an annual reciting of scripture.
The Psalms are difficult when you read them for the first time. Thus,
the ancient biblical community took an assigned portion of the Psalms
routinely every 3 years. Such regular reading sheds light on every word
of the Psalms. In this way the reciting of the Psalms becomes a duty of
a devotee, and further the text of the Psalms simultaneously becomes
part of the texture of daily life, This is why Hieronimus called the Psalms
the Grand Temple. The Psalms lectionary specifies performative and

disciplined reading,.

120 #1214 23584 567)) 20151 649 304 AP AR 2 Al gl Bk A | 24EF 121



