tried to resolve the issue of political privileges by using the concept of
priestly purity. The core of this issue is marriage with women of other
nations. Interestingly, in this context the identity of the women and
the meaning of the word foreign’ were not related to their ‘ethnic’
character but to receptivity of ‘other’ religious groups by the Israelite
society. Thus the compositor interpreted the identity of the early Jewish
community in close relation to the concept of ‘holy seed and purity.’
With this concept he accepted the theological tradition in Isaiah 6 and
his message was oriented to obey the Torah.

Through this study we come to know how the Gentiles in Israelite
society were accepted. It helps us today to newly define Israelite

attitudes toward the Gentiles in the light of the Bible.

Keywords

the Gentiles
Ezra and Nehemiah
early Jewish identity
multiculture

mixed marriage
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Judicial Organizations and Judges in Ancient
Israel

Hyeong-Geun So, Dr. theol.
Assistant Professor, Department of General Education

Seoul Theological University

This article deals with the Israelite judicial organizations and the
judges in the Old Testament. In the patriarchal age and segmental
period, conflicts were settled by ‘self-help,” ‘consultation,” ‘pater
familias,” and one-sided violence between the contending parties.
In the wilderness period Moses took his seat to serve alone as judge
for the people (Exod 18:13), and by Jethro’s suggestion he appointed
officials(‘sarim’) over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens as judges.
They judged small matters, but Moses judged every great matter
(Ex 18:22). This judicial system was a prototype of the dual judicial
organization in ancient Israel. In addition, it seems that other judges
(‘shofetim’) dissolved the conflicts between people (Judg 4:5).

In the early part of the Israelite monarchy the king was in charge
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of pronouncing judgements at first hand (2 Sam 15:3; 1 Kgs 7:7), and BE7Y: 201549 044 01
until the 8* century elders (1 Kgs 21:8, 13, etc), officials (Isa 1:23, etc) B A 20159 049 20
and priests undertook the legal actions between people. In the latter mAA B Y2015 05€ 069
part of the Israelite monarchy (7% century BC) professional judges

were appointed, probably by the king, Josiah. For example, judges

and officials for each of the tribes, at every gates (Deut 16:18), and

Levitical priests and judges in Jerusalem (Deut 17:9), judged the civil

and criminal suits at each position, These ‘shofetim’ were professional

judges. This judicial organization was a system of appeal in ancient

Israel. It was the priests that were responsible for making judgements

in the case of resolutions of suits in the post-exilic period. The priests

in this period were in charge of not only cultic judgements, but also

non-cultic judgements, both civil and criminal (Ezek 44:23-24).

Mentions of ‘shofetim” appear in Ezra 7:25 and 10:14, but the identity

of the ‘shofetim’ in these texts is unknown. It seems that judgements

in this period proceeded under the direction of the priests (Ezra 9-10)

and governor (Neh 5).
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