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A Study on the Multiculture in Postexilic Jewish

Community:
Receptivity and Exclusiveness Regarding the Gentiles in Ezra
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and Nehemiah
Jong-Won Choi, Dr. theol. (Bonn University)

Lecturer at Seoul Theological University

This article aims to study not only the identity of Israel in the
postexilic Jewish community, but also the receptivity and exclusiveness
regarding the Gentiles in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. For this
study, the texts in which the term foreign [or other] women'(Ezra 10:2,
10-11, 14, 17-18, 44; Neh 9:2; 13:26-27, 30) appears were discussed
from the perspective of literary criticism, and after being analyzed and
compared with materials of the ancient Near East.

Each text strictly prohibits the Israelites from intermarriage, and
even compels such married couples to divorce. The ‘Ezra-group’
or ‘Nehemiah-group’ was facing the crisis, because the holy seed
had become mixed with ‘the peoples of the land’ after the return
of the Gola Community in the postexilic period. At this point, the
last compositor of these books was making a set of appropriate
prohibitions about these mixed marriages in connection with Deut 7
and 23:3-6, and he has added an extension of the concept of holiness
from the edited Priestly tradition in Lev 11 and 18, for a renewal of
the new faith community. This community was based on a distinction
separation between receptivity and exclusiveness regarding the
Gentiles in religious and ritualistic contexts, but it is clear that there
was fierce competition around the Zerubbabel temple in order to gain
political privileges.

The important text in this study is Nehemiah 13. Its compositor

had newly strengthened Jewish solidarity in its political position. He
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tried to resolve the issue of political privileges by using the concept of
priestly purity. The core of this issue is marriage with women of other
nations. Interestingly, in this context the identity of the women and
the meaning of the word foreign’ were not related to their ‘ethnic’
character but to receptivity of ‘other’ religious groups by the Israelite
society. Thus the compositor interpreted the identity of the early Jewish
community in close relation to the concept of ‘holy seed and purity.’
With this concept he accepted the theological tradition in Isaiah 6 and
his message was oriented to obey the Torah.

Through this study we come to know how the Gentiles in Israelite
society were accepted. It helps us today to newly define Israelite

attitudes toward the Gentiles in the light of the Bible.

Keywords

the Gentiles
Ezra and Nehemiah
early Jewish identity
multiculture

mixed marriage

mF7Y:20159 04 01
mAAFYL: 20154 04€ 20
m AR 28U 20159 059 06Y

154 #1219 25 (EH 567) 20151 649 304

1LME

$2) MBI )8 AASHE 3 B4 B 15 ok wAt
£ (P TS EFsto])o] obdrt HZe Bk BAES WAL, Ak
B i 52 B, REALA 2ol WA 5 A A ol

o2 Ade des e, SA, =4,
=

_0|£
&
ok
i3
iin)
o
of
o,
oj
o
ofl
>

a3 ol Hel @t R AE 9, 75 I, 95 74 DI 5
& W 5 9 FUT Al TR A sk ZHA ol = A HL

¥ 0l =22 2015 MSAlsilstn wifsta | XIRlof oI5t =2,
1) https://mirror.enha.kr/wiki/%ED%BC%I0%BEC%B2%AC(2015 T4 12 ZA),

) ol 2}ele] ApEEA ST} ARRE | AHD 155



