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A Study on the Controversy over the Causes
of Economic Polarization Reflected In the
Conversation of Job and His Friends

Han-Geun Cho, Ph D,
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology,

Salvation Army Graduate University

This paper aims to investigate economic polarization in the
postexilic time reflected in the conversation of Job and his friends. The
Book of Job describes the poor social position and situation of the
postexilic period in its peculiar historical context. For this study, T used
sociological criticism as a tool to interpret the text.

The Book of Job describes the nine types of the underprivileged,
who have appeared as a result of economic polarization, Hebrew terms
such as 128 (‘ebhyon/ poor), 21w (ani/ needy), and 57 (dal/ helpless)
mean the poor as a whole. And in the Book of Job the underprivileged

are classified as mn%s (almanah/ widows), oin* (yatom/ orphans),
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72y (abad/ slave), MR (ama/ female slave), ma(ger/ alien), and ot (5akir/
day-laborer) who are all economically disadvantaged.

Particularly, the Book of Job shows how the ethical imperatives
for the poor were not adopted in postexilic society. This paper
demonstrates to a considerable degree the different views of Job and
his friends, reflected in their conversations, regarding their attitudes
toward the weak and the poor. Job's friends diagnosed the economic
polarization of the time, which was not the normal social system under
traditional Hebrew laws. So they proposed that without God punishing
the greed and exploitation of the nobility, social justice cannot be
achieved. They did not understand the real problems of the poor.
Historically, in the postexilic period Judean society showed a great
economic and societal gap between the poor and the noble class with
its vested interests.

Job also strongly criticized this social phenomenon. In the postexilic
period, Judah was in need of social reform because of the deepening
economic polarization, But Job accepted the survival of the poor as
a practical problem of economic polarization. So he presented social
reformist elements for the people who had descended into poverty
due to economic exploitation. The Book of Job demonstrates how the
righteous noble, such as Job, had diligently helped the poor. In fact, the
reformer Job, in a practical way, shows the authentic meaning of the

protection of the poor.
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