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) J. Bottéro, “Le substitut royal et son sort en Mésopotamie ancienne,” Akkadica 9 (1978), 2-24
(Eng. trans. “The Substitute King and His Fate,” J. Bottéro, Mesopotamia: Writing, Reasoning,
and the Gods [Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992], 138-55])
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8) J. Schabert, “Stellvertretendes Suhneleiden in den Ebed—Jahwe=Liedern und in
altorientalischen Ritualtexten,” B2 n. F. 2 (1958), 190-213.

9) M. A Beek, “Der Ersatzkonig als Erzahlungsmotiv in der altisraelitischen Literatur,” Volume
de Congrés: Genéve 1965 (VTSup 15; Leiden: Brill, 1966), 24-32.
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Wirkungsgeschichte mit einer Bibliographie zu Jes 53 (FAT 14; Tubingen: Mohr—Siebeck,
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16) Cord Kihne, “From Substitutionary Rituals,” Walter Beyerlin (ed.), Near Eastern Religious
Texts Relating to the Old Testament(OTL; Philadelphia: Westminster John Knox, 1978), 175. &
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19) S. H. Hooke, “The Theory and Practice of Substitution,” VT 2 (1952), 4.
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22) Beek, ‘Der Ersatzkénig,” 26.

23) L. Waterman, Royal Correspondence of the Assyrian Empire (Ann Arbor: University of
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Dissertation Abstracts,” Andrew University Seminary Studies 19 (1981), 24748,
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The Crisis-Solving Process of King David in
Light of the Substitute King Ritual

Dong-Young Yoon, PhD.
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology

Seoul Jangsin University

The present study purports to analyze the crisis-solving process of
King David (2 Sam 12 and 24) in light of the motif of the substitute king
ritual. The substitute king ritual is “an arrangement in which, briefly put,
the ruling king temporarily abdicates his throne for a surrogate who,
having ruled his predetermined period, is put to death, after which
the king reascends his throne and continues ruling as if nothing had
happened.”

The account of the death of David’s son (2 Sam 12:13-14) implies a
kind of substitution. Nathan tells David that his first-born by Bathsheba
will die as a consequence of his adultery and murder of her husband.
The shameful and wicked deeds of David had to be punished. The text,
however, says that David will not die for his misdeeds but rather his

son will. YHWH has transferred (he‘ebir) David’s sin to the newborn
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baby. Because his son died in his stead, David was able to maintain
his kingship and to have a second son who became his successor.
Regarding the census narrative (2 Sam 24), there is no evidence that
Gad initiates and intermediates David’s prayer and substitution ritual.
However, the substitutional motif and context are evident. Manipulating
divination to draw a choice among three punishments, God transfers
David’s sin to the people of Israel. Seventy thousand people of Israel
die in place of King David.

The episodes concerning the death of the infant and people of
Israel are, strictly speaking, not instances of the substitute king ritual,
but they contain all (or some) the essential elements of it: (1) a divine
message threatening the king, (2) the magical transfer of the king’s
person to another individual by robbing and enthronement rites, and
(3) the irrevocability of the fate decreed by the gods both to the king
and the substitute. It can hardly be doubted that both instances have
been inspired by the substitute king ritual. The same mental climate
that fostered the performance of the rite in the Ancient Near East is

illustrated in the episodes.
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