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Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 2:605-607.
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12)  William W. Hallo, “Texts, Statues and the Cult of the Divine King,” Vetus Testamentum 40
(1988), 54-66.

13) A. Leo Oppenheim, X2, 184,

14) Edward M. Curtis, “Images in Mesopotamia and the Bible: A Comparative Study,” in William
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The Cult Statue and the Ritual of the Opening of
the Mouth in the Old Testament

Seung-Il Kang, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, College of General Education

Hannam University

The central aspect of the religions of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt

was the care and feeding of the gods. However, the problem was how



to care for and feed the invisible deities. To solve this problem, the
ancient people manufactured cult statues made of wood, covered with
gold, silver, and other precious materials, and clothed and fed them as
if they were real gods. Thus the so-called ritual of the Opening of the
Mouth, which the cult statue underwent so that it was designed to be
animated, was established as the most important ritual connected with
the cult statue.

This study briefly surveys the Opening of the Mouth ritual in Egypt
and Mesopotamia and examines the possibility of the existence of
YHWH's cult statue in ancient Israel. The in-depth analysis of biblical
and archaeological evidence as well as historical references would
reveal that there was probably YHWH's great cult statue in the Temple
of Solomon,

In addition, it is shown that some prophets like Jeremiah and the
Second Isaiah were acquainted with the procedures of the ritual
as practiced in Egypt and Mesopotamia, and they pronounced the
supremacy of YHWH even by utilizing such knowledge in their own
polemics against idol worship.

The results of this study imply that the Yahwistic cult may have not
been aniconic or anti-iconic, at least in its incipient stage, which should
contribute to the understanding of the origin and development of the

anti-iconic tendency of the religion of Israel.
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