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Beat your Plowshares into Swords and your

Pruning Hooks into Spears(Joel 3:10a[H 4:10al)
- An Exegetical Study of War-Oracle in Joel against the

Vision of Peace in Isa 2:4a; Mi. 4:3a

Tai-il Wang, Ph.D
Professor of the Old Testament

Methodist Theological University
This paper is intended to study Joel 3:10a (H 4:10a), “Beat your

plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears,” which

takes a stand against the famous word of peace in Isaiah 2:4b and
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Micah 4:3b, “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks.” In order to understand Joel 3:10a in its
relation to disarmament phrases in Isaiah 2:4b and Micah 4:3b, this
paper carries out form-critical and tradition-historical inquiries in order
to discern the validity of Joel 3:10a in its literal, textual, historical, and
compositional context,

Joel 3:10a is defined as a war oracle by its formal features and
content, It shows an eschatological reversal of the hope for world
peace spoken by Isaiah and Micah. Joel 3:10a with its literary block of
Joel 3:9-13 points to its scribal setting in the latter half of the second
Temple period.

The book of Joel can be divided into two parts, 1:1-2:32 (H 3:5)
and 3:1-21 (H 4:1-21). The first part depicts the prophetic warning
that the day of Yahweh is coming, whereas the second delivers the
prophetic vision that all the enemies of Judah will be judged on the day
of Yahweh. The former is addressed in light of the disaster brought by
locusts on Jerusalem, whereas the latter reveals the restoration of the
people to Zion by Yahweh on the final day of history. Joel 3:9-13 in this
structural sequence indicates that the announcement of preparing for
a war is a substantial prerequisite for what will happen on the day of
Yahweh in relation to the final judgment and the renewal of the whole
world.,

Joel 3:9-13 shows the structure that is formed with a concentric
arrangement of a-b-c-d-x-d'-c'-b-a’ sequence. The structure is
associated with the notion that the conflict of the evil forces against
God, taking place on the day of the eschaton, will end with their

total destruction in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, This understanding

42 A227 43.(FA 62%]) 2016 12€ 31



refers to the fact that Joel went on the track different from Isaiah who
had declared an optimistic view on the coming of the kingdom of
God. Joel was also different from Micah whose prophetic word of
disarmament provided a realistic view on the present survival of the
kingdom of Judah. In the calamitous situation of his days Joel declared
an eschatological upheaval of the day of Yahweh, because Isaiah’s and
Micah's expectations of peace were seen to be unfulfilled. For this
purpose Joel went on the track of apocalyptic tendency using the well-
known eschatological visions of pre-exilic prophets so as to adjust

himself in the direction of the proto-apocalyptic thought.
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