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God'’s Spirit and God-recognition:
Focusing on Isaiah and Ezekiel

Sa-yaLee, PhD.
Assistant professor, Department of General Education,

Namseoul University

Studies on the theme of 1 or the Holy Spirit are rare in comparison

with other theological themes in the Old Testament. In fact, the
direct expression the Holy Spirit occurs only three times in the OId

Testament (Ps 51:13; Isa 63:10, 11). The books of the Prophets,

shde] 43t 21214 | OJAIOF 67



however, mention God’s Spirit of theo-epistemological meaning sixty-
five times. The epistemological meaning of God’s Spirit and power is
a unique expression which can not be found in the other ancient Near
Eastern texts except the Old Testament. Especially, God’s Spirit that the
prophets mention was a way of God’s presence. The purpose of this
paper is to make clear theological features by interpreting God’s Spirit
texts in the Prophets, especially of the exilic and post-exilic period, to
prove the fact that m17 is one of the theological key words in the Old
Testament, and thus to contribute to the development of studies on the
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.

God’s creation and re-creation, Israel’s restoration, God’
s supremacy, universalism on the recognition of God, changes of
individual religious life are important theological characteristics closely
related to God's Spirit in the Prophets. Ezekiel did not say merely
creatures’ receiving life through life-giving spirit, but the restoration
of Israel as a whole, their restoration and new creation through God’
s Spirit as the breath of life (Ezek 37), and thus he challenged Israel’
s internal, ethical change. Isaiah also presented the wider meaning of
the fact that new life-giving was not restricted to creatures of nature
but the restoration of their own land and nation through Israel upon
whom God’s Spirit pours down (Isa 40:12-14; 44:1-5, etc.). And
there appeared the integration of the oil pouring and the presence
of ruach YHWH. That is to say, the selection of YHWH through oil-
pouring was replaced by the pouring of ruach YHWH. Shem YHWH,
kabod YHWH, and yad YHWH support His presence (Isa 59:19; Ezek
3:12,14; 43:5, etc.). These are the alternatives of the ark which was

traditional symbol of God’s presence. Ezekiel and Haggai said about
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God’s Spirit as the sine qua non of the rebuilding of the temple and
the restored community. Especially $1p mn(Isa 63:10,11), which has
started from the emphasis on God'’s holiness, became the expression
of God’s presence itself (not as a symbol) tand it could be the great
theo-epistemological transition in that the recognition of God’s Spirit
extended from the power agent of YHWH even to His existence itself
through His own manifestation. Just like in regard to the recognition of
God, we can identify the diversity of the recognition of God’s Spirit and

even its changes in the Prophets.

Keywords

God’s Spirit
Isaiah
Ezekiel
Temple

God-recognition
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