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12) Maeir, 2008, 2079%.

13) A. Maeir and J. Uziel, 2007, “A Tale of Two Tells: A Comparative Perspective on Tel Migne—
Ekron and Tell es=S fi*/Gath in Light of Recent Archaeological Research,” Up to the Gates
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Period Tel Migne-Ekron Settlement size Tell es-Safi/Gath Settlement

(hectares) size (hectares)

MB IIA Sherds 2 Sherds Very small
MB IIB Ramparts/burials 20 Sherds and glyptics ca. 8

LBI Sherds ? Sherds ca. 27
LBII Strata IX-VIII 4 Stratum E4 (= Temporary Strata 10-9)  ca. 27
Iron IA Strata VII-V1 20 Stratum E3 (= Temporary Strata 8-7)  ca. 23

Iron IB Strata V-1V 20 Stratum E3 (= Temporary Stratum 6) ca.23

Tron 1A Stratum IIL 4 Stratum A4 (= Temporary Stratum 5)  ca. 40
Iron [1A Stratum 111 4 Stratum E2/A3 (= Temporary Stratum 4) ca. 50
Iron I1B Stratum [IB-A 20? Stratum A2 (= Temporary Stratum 3)  ca. 24
Iron III (= IIC) Stratum IC-A 30 Sherds Very small

1. E8lMl =A|E2| A 37| v|wm(Maeir and Uziel, 2007, Table 1)
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28) A. Maeir and Sh. Gur—Arieh 2011. "Comparative Aspects of the Aramean Siege System at Tell
es—Safi/Gath." The Fire Signals of Lachish, Studies in the Archaeology and History of Israel in
the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age and Persian Period in Honor of David Ussishkin. Winona Lake,
Indiana: Eisenbrauns. Fig 4 &=,
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The Bible mentions Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron (Josh
13:3) as five city nations of the Philistines. However, it does not reveal
which city of them was the center. Archaeologically, by the discovery
of a unique pottery of the Philistines that seemed to have been used
from around the 12th century BCE, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and so
on were often referred to, but it was impossible to say which city had
been the center. However, when we approach the biblical expressions
a little more closely, we can see the possibility that Gath played a

role of the center because it was prominent in the war scenes. The
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recent excavation of Tel es-Safit shows that at least Gath was a large-
scale settlement of the Philistines during the 10th-9th century BCE.
Especially the traces of the walls found in the east of Area D in 2015
made this view more solid. Therefore, this article briefly summarized
the literature and the previously published results that can support the
hypothesis that Gath played a central role in the 10th and 9th century
BC Philistine cities, and it introduced the walls recently discovered.
Based on the biblical evidence, Gath does not seem to have been
so important a city in the time of Samson and Saul. However, during
the time of Samuel and David, it became an important city. Just as the
land of Israel is expressed “from Dan to Beersheba” (2 Sam 24: 2), so
the land of the Philistines is mentioned “from Gath to Ekron” (1 Sam
7:14; 17:52), and thus the military importance of Gath is referred to.
The political and military significance of Gath during the 9th century
BCE seems to have grown even greater. Hazael king of Syria struck
down Gath before going to Jerusalem (2 Kgs 12:17). Gath was a
powerful city among the cities of the Philistines, and it must have been
a land of necessity before he hit Jerusalem, the capital of Israel. The
moat of Hazael and the traces of his war were already discovered
archaeologically in Area C and Area D. Through the excavation in
2015, at least 30m length of the walls of Gath was revealed. Based
on the border line of the walls and the discoveries in Area D, we can
now claim that Gath was a huge city of 40-50 hectares in the 10th-9th
centuries BCE. It is larger than Jerusalem, which was 20 hectares only in
the 9th century BCE. This result changed the historical view of scholars
that, since Gath was a small city during the 10th-9th century BCE, David

was a fictional hero, not based on historical backgrounds. Gath was
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certainly the central city of the Philistines during the period. Recent
excavations have also revealed metal workshops at Gath. These metal
workshops were found only in Gath among the cities of the Philistines.
Perhaps the economic source of Gath might be the metal trade which

made Gath more powerful in the 10th-9th century BCE.
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