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™, Frank Criisemann, Der Widerstand gegen das Konigtum. Die antikéniglichen Texte des Alten
Testamentes und der Kampf um den fitihen israelitischen Staat (WMANT 49; Neukirchen—Vluyn:
Neukirchner Verlag, 1978), 13.

6) Martin Buber, Kénigtum Gottes (Heidelberg: Verlag Lambert Schneide, 1956°), 24. 0|50f 12| &
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12-34 12|10 Georg Hentschel, Das Buch der Richter, in Erich Zenger u. a., Einleitung in das Alte
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13) Rainer Kessler, Samuel. Priester und Richter, Kénigsmacher und Prophet (BG 18; Leipzig:
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2007), 95.

14) Georg Hentschel, Saul. Schuld. Reue und Tragik eines Gesalbten (BG 7; Leipzig: Evangelische
Verlagsanstalt, 2003), 34.37; Shimon Bar—Efrat, Das Erste Buch Samuel. Ein narratologisch-
philologischer Kommentar (BWANT 176; Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2007), 146—147; Walter Dietrich,
Samuel. 1 Sam 1-12 (BK VIII/1; Neukirchen—Vluyn: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2010), 361-371.
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16) ZAZ, 212, 264. Hans Joachim Stobe, Das erste Buch Samuelis (KAT VIII 1; Giitersloh: Giitersloher
Verl.—Haus 1974), 189.
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W. Klein, / Samuel (WBC 10; Waco: Word Books, 1983); Rainer Kessler, Sozialgeschichte des alten
Israel. Ein Einfiihrung (Darmstadt: WBG, 2006), 101-1052 W. Dietrich, X2, 3643655 1152t

18) Peter Mommer, Samuel. Geschichte und Uberlieferung (WMANT 65; Neukirchen—Vluyn:
Neukirchen Verlag, 1991), 64—65; R. Kessler, %I2 (2007), 95; W. Dietrich, %=, 363.371.
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20) F. Criisemann, %12, 72; Martin Noth, Kénige I,1-16 (BK 1X/1; Neukirchen—VIuyn: Neukirchen
Verlag, 2003°), 2172 W. Dietrich, 3712| &2 17bH0|M AZ &= F0| RSt HIEHE A8t iNs
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21) D. W. Caspari, Die Samuelbiicher (KAT 7; Leipzig: A. Deichtet, 1926), 86. 0|2|0l= Joachim Vette,
Samuel und Saul. Ein Beitrag zur narrativen Poetik des Samuelbuches (BVB 13; Miinster: LIT
Verlag, 2005), 117-1212 ‘29| #a2|" & ‘voun'zts Tole 7AiM 232 2ol on|S LHZE 4 8l
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Samuelis (KAT VIII 1; Giitersloh: Giitersloher Verl.—Haus, 1973), 187, HA| 23X LI2S EH2 22
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23) Walter Brueggemann, First and Second Samuel. Interpretation, A Bible Commentary for Teaching
and Preaching (Louisville: John Knox Press, 1990), 64.
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W. Dietrich, %2, 371. 0[2{$t F&2 0|0| Timo Veijola, Das Kénigtum in der Beurteilung der
deuteronomistischen Historiographie. Eine redaktionsgeschichtliche Untersuchung (AASF.B 198;
Helsinki: Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia, 1977), 627+ AZ34Ct.

26) H.J. Stoebe, XI=, 186-187.

27) Horst Seebass, “Traditionsgeschichte von 1 Sam 8, 10 17fFund 12", ZAW 77 (1965), 295-296.
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33) ‘FeF & mmag Al 7hol #E|et 9|2t Johannes Pederson, Der Eid bei den Semiten. In seinem
Verhiltnis zu verwandten Erscheinungen sowie die Stellung des Eides im Islam (StraBburg: Verlag
von K. J. Triibner, 1914), 40—44.60—630| &5t 0[S, n20] it siAI2 XIZ7IXK|IE SHXFS AtO[of|
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D. Mettinger, King and Messiah. The Civil and Sacral Legitimation of the Israelite Kings (CB.OT 8;
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37) Peter Kyle McCarter, II Samuel. A new translation with introduction, notes and commentary (AncB 9;
Garden City: Doubleday, 1984), 85.
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The King's Rights in 1 Samuel 8: 11-17
- An Article That Tells the King's Legitimate Rights -

Keung-Jae Lee
Lecturer at Mokwon University

Kirchliche Hochschule Wuppertal/Bethel, Dr. theol.

The text of the king’s rights’ in 1 Samuel 8: 11-17 along with the
‘Jotham fable’ has been usually considered a representative criticism
of the monarchy. Because its content is mentioned by such negative
words as “exploitation” or “servant.” However, this study attempts
to raise a question as to whether the text really speaks to the king’s
negative ruling principle. To answer this question, I would like to
argue that the Sitz im Leben of the king’s rights in 1 Samuel 8: 11-17
was the king's covenant, which a king made with his people during
the enthronement ceremony. For this study, I used a textual-critical

method for Samuel 8: 11-17 as well as a religio-historical method for
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the comparison and analysis of the ancient Near East.

Although the ‘king’s covenant’ is mentioned only twice at the
coronation ceremony of David (2 Sam 5: 3) and of Joash (2 Kgs 11: 4)
in the Old Testament, but the king’s covenant was a ceremonial event
which was celebrated at every coronation ceremony in the history of
the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. The fact that the king’s covenant
was a ceremonial event in the enthronement ceremony is also proven
through several examples of the Hittite and Assyrian empires.

The ‘king’s covenant’ includes mutual duties and rights between the
two parties (a king and his people), just like a ‘covenant’ in the secular
world. One of the king’s rights’ is to use human and material resources
and to receive taxes, as partially introduced in 1 Samuel 8: 11-17. The
king’s duty, on the other hand, is to defend his nation and people from
the enemy, to observe the religious ceremonies and feasts, to enrich
the people, and to develop national infrastructure. Thus, if we think
of the ‘king’s rights’ in connection with the covenant between a king
and his people at the enthronement ceremony, it can be seen that the
text of the ‘king’s rights’ in 1 Samuel 8: 11-17 is not a criticism of the

monarchy.,
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