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Wisdom Literature and Sermons: In the Case of
Ecclesiastes

Unha Chai, Th, D,
Associate Professor, Dept. of Theology

Hanil University and Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Wisdom literature in the Old Testament does not seem to be recognized as equal
as its other parts to most preachers, though they officially recognize it as God's Word,
Only a few passages from the wisdom literature are limitedly used as sermon texts,
It concentrates on human beings, their experience in God, humans, and nature,
their successful life and responsibilities, and the nature, significance, and limitations
of wisdom rather than Israel as God’s people and His saving history and events,
Therefore, it is often thought that the wisdom literature is weaker and less important
than the Law or the Prophets in terms of divine authority,

Especially the book of Ecclesiastes except just a few passages is generally
overlooked and ignored as sermon texts, In this situation, however, this article argues

that the book of Ecclesiastes can also be used as sermon texts in various ways both
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within the church and among the Christians, In order to support the argument, this
article deals with (1) the authorship, the date, and the historical background, (2)
the misunderstanding factors, and (3) the messages of the book, In conclusion,
Ecclesiastes is not shown to be the book to be avoided and ignored, but it is the very
book that can give realistic messages of faith more frankly to modern readers and

believers with many doubts in such an uncertain and unstable age as the present,
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