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36) E34:13; 75 12:3; 1621; A3:7; 625, 26, 28, 30; FA14:15, 23; 15:13; 16:33; 18:19; Y6t13:6; 17:10,
16; 1814; 2133, 7, 2314, 6, 7, 14, 15; C5H4:2[3]; 15:16; 17:6; 19:3; 24:18; 31:1; 33:3; 33:19; 34:3, 4, 7, At
17:8; 27:9; #17:2; 0]5:13[14].

37) W. Reed, The Asherah in the Old Testament (Fort Worth, 1949); A. Perlman, Asherah and Astarte in the
Old Testament and Ugaritic Literature (Diss. Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 1978); R. Pettey,
Asherah: Goddess of Israel (New York: Peter Lang, 1990); Wiggins, A Reassessment of Asherah (2007).
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39) Athalya Brenner, “The Hebrew God and His Female Complements”, Timothy K. Beal and David M.
Gunn (eds.), Reading Bibles, Writing Bodies: Identity and the Book (London and New York: Routledge,
1997), 67; Olyan, Asherah and the Cult of Yahweh in Israel, 33—34; William G. Dever, “Asherah, Consort
of Yahweh? New Evidence from Kuntillet ‘Ajrid”, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
255 (1984), 21-37; #1. 0|22, “QAloke| 47X Fsiet ofziojol, "Fek=Ct, 627 (20161 128), 70~
101.

40) Pettey, X2, 53-75.
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X, Day, RZ, 223-241.

Hadley, %12, 39.

Walter A. Maier, *Asherah: Extrabiblical Evidence (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1986), 31.
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Kuntillet Ajrud’s “Yahweh and His Asherah” and the
Goddess Asherah,
Who Had No Archeological Presence in Israel in the
Eighth Century B.C.E,

Jun Kim Ph,D
Visiting Professor and Chaplain

Myong Ji University

Up to date, no inscription of the goddess Asherah with her iconography has been found
among the archacological discoveries of ancient Israel. Although many scholars understand
the goddess Asherah as YHWHs consort in popular Israclite religion, biblical, extra-
biblical, or archacological evidence has never been found to clearly corroborate her status
as YHWH’s consort. When inscriptions of “YHWH and His Asherah” along with the
iconography of two figures were found at Kuntillet Ajrud in 1975-1976, the question of
whether Asherah was YHWH'’s consort in Israel’s religious tradition was once again raised

in earnest.
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This paper examines whether the expression “YHWH and His Asherah” found in the
Kuntillet Ajrud inscriptions can be regarded as the archacological evidence of the goddess
Asherah, by re-assessing the debate on whether “His Asherah” means YHWH's wife. For
that purpose, this paper proceeds in the following order: 1) the goddess Asherah, who had
no archeological presence in Israel in the eighth century BCE, 2) a brief introduction to the
inscriptions of Kuntillet Ajrud, 3) the relationship between the inscription “YHWH and
His Asherah” of Pithos A and the two figures below it, 4) the issue of whether “YHWH
and His Asherah”, which appear in the context of blessing, should be understood as
husband and wife, 5) Hebrew grammatical discussion and a possible interpretation of “His
Asherah,” and 6) the discussion of whether asherah was a symbolic cultic object of the
goddess Asherah in the eighth century BCE from the standpoint of iconography. Through
these discussions, this paper argues against the view that the expression “YHWH and
His Asherah” of Kuntillet Ajrud served as the evidence for the goddess Asherah’s role as
YHWH’s wife in the eighth century BCE. This paper suggests that “asherah” in Kunitllet
Ajrud was a cultic object that was used in YHWH religion of Israel, regardless of the

goddess of the same name.
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