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31 J. L. Crenshaw, Old Testament Wisdom: An Introduction (rev. and enl. ed.; Louisville, Ky.: Westminster
John Knox Press, 1998), 25. T3|AE 19| ZYAD} AlH|XOl X3S 712X|2 U= AE LAlsts &AM
5 013 ALt Ut 19| 03] = ofot ol 1ME P50l £ SSICh Randal A. Argall, 1 Enoch and
Sirach: A Comparative Literary and Conceptual Analysis of the Themes of Revelation, Creation and
Judgment(Atlantal Scholars Press, 1995), 250.
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The Formation of the Book of Daniel
Viewed from the New Revelation Dispute

Chong-Hun Pae, Ph.D.
Professor; Department of Theology
Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

The purpose of this study is to show how the new revelation dispute in the second
century B. C. influenced the formation of the Book of Daniel, and to examine the
understanding of the dream and the vision used as the instrument of revelation in the
formation of the Book of Daniel.

The Israclite community in the second century B. C. needed a new revelation about
eschatology to protect its faith under the severe persecution of Antiochus IV. The
contemporary apocalyptical form to contain the new revelation is vision - throne vision
— vision interpretation. Under the struggle between the Deuteronomistic demand not to
add or subtract to the contents of the Torah and the new revelation, the Book of Daniel
was formulated in the following stages: (1) The new revelation is received through the

instrument of dream and vision; (2) Daniel is qualified to receive the new revelation
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through dreams and visions, since his faithfulness to the Torah is proved in Daniel 1-6;
(3) Daniel 10-12 transformed visions into words according to the prophetic tradition; (4)
furthermore, Daniel 9 subjected a vision about eschatology to Jeremiah’s words, 70 exilic
years. Now the 70 years were interpreted through an angel as 70 weeks.

In sum, the book of Daniel presented the revelation about eschatology based on the
Deuteronomistic theology by transforming the apocalyptic genre. The meaning that the
formation of the Book of Daniel gives to later communities, is not only receiving the new
revelation through dreams and visions, but also blocking new revelations by subjugating
them to the Word. On the one hand, the demand not to add or subtract new revelations
formulated the identity of Judaism. On the other hand, the book of Daniel made possible
the emergence of the Christianity by showing the possibility of a new revelation through

dreams and visions.
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