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Hans Jochen Boecker, Law and the Administration of Justice i
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Pub. House, 1980), 174.
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the Old Testament and Ancient East

7 EZ, £21:12-14; &4 1:50; Nahum M. Sarna, The JPS Torah Commentary: Exodus (Philadelphia: The
Jewish Publication Society, 1989) 122. 22 1 7|22 &M of ICHo| Z42 2 0§7|7| < SiCh: Robert G.
Boling/E. Ernest Wright, Joshua (The Anchor Bible vol. 6; London: Yale University Press, 1995), 473,
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2}t £0i| QUCE; A=, Trent C. Butler, Joshua (Word Biblical Commentary vol. 7; Waco: Word, 1983), 13-
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Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1966), 128.

12 rIr

215 o} A7), o TEA ) AT TA 71A1 | 7|2A 87



ExtollA] =] 21—% wol &=, 252 e of i el wheh thAl kel €]
E5 AlojAfete 2 S FolF JrHA 21:1-9)
AT 1 E5oll B3k ol2fgk A EF o] Q& HwH oA
i} ojgtele] FEAF AU 28] WA e
Lo} gk Seo v RE WS Hoska, o

FEA| o] fole BEshaA) she AR A Z1A7HEE gk Relv, o]
N

1—4

SSHe XY, HFEH o|Z

Bl - 5A| o] ARES Adataral sk oAbER Z)AIE QIRE <ALt
ol AFARHA WS, LR A Z HE ol AIE 7HA| AL ot
Ak, 7§Q19] 7132291 A& A7) 1A} She L LB AR A o] 2t
AF3] bl A= ST AR 71AE A shAT. 2 A TR A

o 5B A, e, B, 2, WA 5L Hol e wol/) B
& D} glek vlS el }*Eiw.o}o & 3t Aetrlel Azl it
%ﬂ@ 2514 fEo| Ak o ATTFEL o] AprEo] B Tl ‘A@P—‘#

320 (social reality)2 ¥k 3Ictal B 1‘4’ 13
TR A 9] EuA A TS EURA] FEES] BAl Tu) Ao 3]ilske]
= AR BEEA] Bl (77y/0lth) Sholl A4 Alk-S: Rhoto JITh(< 20:6) 1

11 &, 2l0| #|&21(Rainer Kessler), “E2}2} OIHE" T2b=Ct 197 (2013 128), 349-378.
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0 BHCH oR|BE T BAARS] 22 20| @l B0l IRl= F0IUCk Boecker, 2 (1980), 21-22,
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121-27; Tab IV 1, 14-15 (ANET 62, 64, 66); The Myth of Zu, Tab I 105-09 (ANET: 514-15); Etana A-1.
i (ANET: 114); Gudea Statue C, 4, 9-17: H. Steible, Die neusumerischen Bau- und Weihinschrifien;
Teil 1: Inschriften der II. Dynastie von Lagas (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1991), 182-5; An oracle text
from Ishchali,ll. 1-13: M. deJong Ellis, “The Goddess Kititum Speaks to King Ibapiel: Oracle Texts from
Ishchali”, Mari Annales de Recherches Interdisciplinaires 5 (1987), 235-66.
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20 Heatols|of grstoi= Ate| CHS =& EZ. Min Suc Kee, 3= (2007), 259-73.

21 Y220tAl6 A0Io A EEH0| BHet P2 CIZS B 7|24, "—?—7@1 28 KTU L.16.v 2t Al 6T |
W5t0{ AT OfAoFe] A, P oIt =0t o] (CHE: AR AISHHSI M EEER; 2005), 145-64.
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Council and Casting Lots:
Conflict Arbitration Institutions in the Old Testament

Min Suc Kee Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Theology
Korea Baptist Theological University

The present study examines social arbitration mechanisms achieving the settlement of
conflicts in a society to make peace, especially those attested in the literature of ancient Israel
and its surrounding peoples. Even in ancient societies where primitive nature is abundant,
they consciously struggled to preserve human rights and justice in their community. This
spirit seems to be advanced to institutionalize a kind of ‘democratic’ decision-making
process in the ‘council’ (assembly).

It was the elders who were responsible for the enactment of the council in ancient Israel,
both in the cities and in the royal palace. In the former, they were managing conflicts, and,
in the latter, advising for policy making. As for the former, the institution of the ‘city of
refuge’ in the Old Testament is the best example as a witness to the conflict arbitration

mechanism. It was the authority of the elders in the council that actually made the process
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of arbitration be carried out.

Usually discussion and counselling were initially made in a council by a number of
members, and, afterward, the head of the council made an ultimate decision. Unlike today,
decision by the majority was not what was commonly carried out to make a decision in the
council. The reverence for the authority of the head of the council, therefore, was the key
for arbitrating the conflicts of the society. Furthermore, the divine authority was employed
to sort out more complicated and hardly solvable problems. The mechanism for it was the
‘casting lots, which was resorting to ‘chance.” In the primitive and ancient world, however,
‘chance’ was not understood as an accidental happening but as an intervention of the divine
will. In conclusion, it was the authority of the elders, which is of their tradition, and the
divine will as well, which is of their religion, that could possibly facilitate the arbitrating and

conciliating process to settle the conflicts of the ancient Israclite society.
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