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Reconsidering Noah’s Drunkenness and Its Relevant Event
(Gen 9:20-27)

KyeSang Ha, Ph.D.
Professor; Department of Theology
Sahmyook University

In regard to the event associated with Noah’s drunkenness in Genesis 9:20-27, various
interpretations have been presented due to its intractable causality. The main issues of the
debate on it are “What was the specific sin of Ham in relation to Noah?” and “Why was
Canaan cursed in spite of having nothing to do with it?” The interpretation that has been
getting more convincing lately is that of Ham’s sexual crime, and the interpretation of the
joint sexual crime has most recently been offered in regard to Canaan’s curse.

I reconsidered the interpretational problem of Genesis 9:20-27 not only by closely
reading the Hebrew text of Genesis 9:20-27 as the final form from a synchronic/literary
perspective but also by taking into consideration an inter-textual interpretation of the
text done in association with other texts that have been claimed to be relevant. First of all,

[ especially paid attention to the context in which each of the expressions “uncover the
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nakedness” (1153 [gal4] Piel active + MY [erwd]) and “see the nakedness” (M2[774]
Qal active + MY [erwd]) is used in relation to sexual crimes in the texts of the Old

Testament. Besides, I did not overlook the other expressions to be juxtaposed or combined
with each of them, by which the texts of the Old Testament themselves intend to clarify the
two Hebrew expressions.

I found out that the expressions “uncover the nakedness” and “see the nakedness” have
the meaning of sexual crime only through the entire context of illicit sexual relations and
through the juxtaposition or combination with the other sexually connoted expressions, as
with the expression “uncover the nakedness of the father” or “the nakedness is uncovered.”

In the case of Genesis 9:21, however, neither the expression “uncover the nakedness”
nor the expression “the nakedness is uncovered” occurs, and the verb TT? 2 (gali) is not
coupled with the noun MY (erwa), and 1193 (gali) Hithpael (“uncover himself”) occurs
with Noah as its subject. So Noah did uncover himself without any intentions of sexual
offense. The context itself is not an indication of sexual intercourse at all. Thus, as the text
clearly states, Noah must have uncovered himself because he drank of the wine, got drunk,
and was so stuffy.

Even the expression “see the nakedness” in Genesis 9:22 cannot be construed as sexual
offense, cither because the context is not related to sex crimes, nor is it used in juxtaposition
or combination with the other expressions of sexual offense. Moreover, in Genesis 9:23,
the fact that Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both their shoulders
and walked backward, that they did not see the nakedness of his father, their faces being
backward, and that they covered his nakedness with a garment, can be interpreted in a
literal sense only.

Therefore, the event of Genesis 9:20-27, Noal’s intoxication, Ham’s crime, and
Canaan’s curse, is one that must be understood in a literal way, regardless of sex crimes.
Noah’s “drinking of the wine, becoming drunk, and uncovering himself in the tent”(Gen

9:21) was certainly his mistake and fault. However, Ham’s crime nonetheless was to ‘see
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the nakedness of his father and to tell his two brothers outside’ (Gen 9:22), and thus to
undermine and tarnish his honor and authority, although it was so natural that he should
cover up his father’s fault and mistake out of his love and respect for his father who was a
spiritual authority. Due to this behavior of Ham, which was in stark contrast to the actions
of his brothers Sam and Japheth (Gen 9:23), Canaan, Ham’s son, who had nothing to
do with Ham’s crime, was cursed. Because God had blessed Noah and his sons (Gen
9:1), Noah could not curse Ham whom God had blessed (cf. Gen 12:2-3a; Num 23:9;
24:9b). Therefore, Noah ‘prophetically’ cursed Ham's son Canaan who would inherit the
character of Ham.

158 #1257 42.(5HA 74%) 2019 12€ 31



Keywords

Genesis 9:20-27

Noah's drunkenness
uncover the nakedness
see the nakedness

illegal sexual intercourse

B F179: 2019 109 1
m AL 2019 109 27
m 7|7 4 : 20199 10 29

L-Oto| BHFQF 11 RRAAZA(E 9:20-27)01 CHEH X | sl 159





