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Legal Philosophy; Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986), 14.

13 Douglas A. Knight, “Jeremiah and the Dimensions of the Moral Life”, James L. Crenshaw and Samuel
Sandmel(ed.), The Divine Helmsman, Studies on God’s Control of Human Events, Presented to Lou
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18  Carol A. Newsom, “Models of the Moral Self: Hebrew Bible and Second Temple Judaism®, Journal of
Biblical Literature 131 (2012), 5-25.

19 32,
20  John Barton, Ethics in Ancient Israel (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 71.
21 S, 158

=54 g9z lsars Fels] Tuy e/ |

P
ol
ol
@



L7
2 Aesn B8E A5S T 4 e 5 U A EA2 BAE, 2o
A B2 ole] QB G £EA See Ad Bl 2ol of
248 Algtolu} o}ak Algto] W]ghe HR= ol Bes] 15 of2) Al 8ol
LAl o] ofuleh 52 522 /b glElE 1 e Al 3

354 $517] wholet, T2l By (o}41.2/ A} x
Sk A A%0 2 BAFE] o) ol FlelME RH o2 B

S 7ML UE IRk & st wofof ket gfutali 1ol e] Al uy (o)
A=A} Ahh e e 2fak Qemtkell QA 953 7k AR

An
2] 52hg gul ALgH=Ao] Q7] wizol), theol AwiE el ol

=

gy (O} 2/ A of2) 43 BEEle 5 she Q1R HAE A v
ghg WHEThE ol Thed) AlEg 2481 9l <lo] olujel EEA
2o wje} H7hE e we iAol

3. iy (Okrl 2/5Roll Chet Eele| £8H BA

sl He]o] Trof iy (O} 2)= T BN & A AshE Bol 273,
HA S E 77 FE8ARR AR E 1 AN, HALE AR E A
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Commentary 22; Waco: Word Books, 1998), 70.
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The Rich ("0y) as Moral Agents in Proverbs

Yong-Hyun Cho
Associate Pastor at Anyang First Presbyterian Church
Brite Divinity School Ph.D.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the confusion of the logical status of the rich
in Proverbs with wealth as a material reward for following wisdom’s way in the act-
consequence nexus. Since Klaus Koch suggested the act-consequence nexus, many scholars
have regarded the negative descriptions of the rich in Proverbs as an inherent ambiguity of
the nexus or as an exception to the nexus. In this paper, however, I argue that in Proverbs
the rich designated as 9"W ( ‘4str) do not just signify individuals who possess economic
wealth. The term also points to social-political leaders and those who are moral agents. In
Proverbs, the rich are consistently described as moral agents who regularly fail to choose
and act for the good.

As the sages uncover the rich’s illusion that their wealth can protect them like a fortress

(10:15; 18:11), they show tha the rich overestimate the value of wealth and, thus, put too
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much confidence in it. Because of this misguided trust in wealth, the rich seek their own
advantage rather than embody virtues in social relations (14:20; 19:4). The rich’s pursuit of
their own advantage consolidates the hierarchy between the rich and others by controlling
relations with the purpose of increasing their own profits (19:6-7). Especially in their
relationships with the poor, the rich increase their wealth and strengthen control over the
poor by oppressing them (22:16). These immoral characteristics serve as evidence of the
rich’s intellectual and moral hubris: they overestimate their own knowledge and wisdom
(28:11). This paper contributes to the scholarship of Proverbs by clarifying the role of the
rich in the book and, more importantly, in the act-consequence nexus. In Proverbs, the rich
are moral agents whose way of life can be morally evaluated by the moral standards that the

instructions themselves articulate elsewhere.
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