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J2{ut TANAK (.. the Lord encountered him and sought to kill him... And when He let him alone...) 2}

English Standard Version (... the Lord met him and sought to put him to death...So he let him alone...)0|A{
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7._30” |, 1982), 100-101. A= John Calvin, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy (Calvin's

Commentaries, Vol. 3; Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1970).
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Publishing, 2006), 72

7 Pamela Tamarkin Reis, “The bridegroom of blood : a new reading’, Judaism; a Journal of Jewish Life &
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9 David Petitt, “When the Lord Seek to Kil Moses: Reading Exodus 4.24-26 in its Literary Context”, JSOT
Vol. 40.2 (2015), 163-177.

10 EYI& (Bernard P. Robinson)2 A2&2| ‘gte|Q| T2 ZAQ| MHS 75t 22 F2H of2igo| T2 o|&
2illo| LIS AIAS olo| it 5§41517| = YTt Bernard P. Robinson, “Zipporah to the Rescue: A
Contextual Study of Exodus IV 24-6", Vetus Testamentum XXXVI, 4 (1996), 447-461 (460).
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12 William T. Miller, The Book of Exodus (New York, Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2009), 34-35,
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13 A2 0] (George V. Pixley)= 0| AFAS okZ0] EL{ UM SHLES| SAS Eh2 Ated Dt H|WstiCt (&
32:22-32, cf. “demonic side” (29)) George V. Pixley, On Exodus : A Liberation Perspective, tr. from
Spanish by R. R. Barr (Maryknoll; New York: Orbis Books, 1987), 29.

14 olof 2tstH|m oI72| RiMEH LIS CHEel =20A Zelgt 4= qICt B, Embry, %2 (2010), 177-196 (181) ;
Philip Graham Ryken, Exodus (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2005), 133 &=,

15 J. 1. Durham, Exodus (Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 3; Waco: Word Books, 1987), 2.

16 of2[s] dof, 'PAUNZANE, (0|B8 52), (A2 BESEAL 2012), 114-115. ¥HE= Erich Zenger,
Einleitung in das Alte Testament (Stuttgart: W, Kohlhammer GmbH, 2016).
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19 T. Longman Il & D, E. Gerland (ed.), Genesis~ Leviticus (The Expositor's Bible Commentary, Vol. 1;
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008), 384.
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= Manuel M. Jinbachian, “Some Semantically Significant Differences Between The Masoretic Text and
the Septuagint”, Tai-il Wang (Ed.) Tell Me the Word Easy to Understand-Textual Criticism and Bible
Translation (In Honor of Young-Jin Min 1; Seoul: Christian Literature Society of Korea, 2000), 135-166.
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24 Avraham Sadaqa (ed. and tr.), Jewish Version, Samaritan Version of the Pentateuch (Jerusalem: Rubin
Mass, 1964)2] AlOI2[0t2Z 2| 5|22|0f Ak5 222} Benjamim Tsedaka (tr. and ed.) & Sharon Sullivan
(coed.), The Israelite Samaritan Version of the Torah (Grand Rapids: William B, Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 2013)9] At0}2|0t2 A2 8{7|HES EIsH Y X125 ALEE

25 SPQ| 2i7|MSOAE mim E Ot LO 22 ‘R CHAlof “HOF (Shemhaa) 2 LE5t0d =Tt K2, 7, 132

E
26 2,133,
27 I3, 137.“SP version: “Aamitoo” with the meaning of “stunning him”(Ex. 14:24, Deut. 2:15); MT version:

“Hamito’= to kill him.”
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& 5ok BE 71FshrtaL Agstal o#gt ¢1713dE el wEhA SPe] ma
n5aw (OFERE WIS, “arillat binnah) & '71] reiikA] X3k vl 52719
Sl 2 W sl glnt. = 257 of FAl ARE| o] 9= 3913 T ol
HEEFE A, Eii A EepEARle] vigol DelE st elths HAL
& 5ol Lo ATE ARl A RERIT AL e AL glnt,

264 e] Tk ) s USRIty el M= 3917 o T <l
JiBARE FHo =2 Ao 24, AH e S wWubA| Eitkal 7155}
ALt 71 Htyehs SAR] 31 ol & nhef oRRl R Eoh, o) 27
2 ORRIAM AEEE S F2 RN A EeLE ol AR 4
A 4 Tk SPe 4 24267 oA BARE =] A A EEelA] E2 1
Ao, o2t T o] T2 o] TEe] B A} Al Hetel A E AR S
= vtolel = QU BkaL glek. MTOIAM= ool Aretel 2 of 5 e
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28 $I2, 136, “arilla (circumcision context="Foreskin” as it is in Lev. 26:41, Deut. 10:16)-is also connected
with blocked lips, blocked from expressing the thoughts of the heart (Ex. 6:12, 30).”
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Whose Story is Exodus 4:24-262
- A Textual Comparative Study of the Masoretic Text (MT),

the Septuagint (LXX), and the Samaritan Pentateuch (SP) -
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Exodus 4:24-26 shows ‘Moses and his family’s journey back to Egypt’ in the entire
story of Moses’ vocations in chapters 3-4. The ambiguous personal pronouns used in
this text can be difficult elements for the interpretation of the text. This study focused on
the ambiguity of the third-person personal pronoun “he” or “him” in Exodus 4:24-26,
which implies the possibility of being translated as Moses or a son of Moses or even as a
presumption of Zipporah. This ambiguity is a difficult problem, but at the same time it can
be interpreted as an element that provides the possibility for various interpretations of the
text.

Because LXX focuses on a son of Moses and SP focuses on Zipporah, they describe the

text not simply as a story centered on Moses, but a story in which the son or Zipporah had
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an important meaning or role. Assessing the differences between MT and LXX and SP
as characteristics that show the versatility of texts rather than the discriminative criteria of
superiority, and looking at these texts in parallel, the ambiguity of the personal pronouns
presented in MT can rather function as an element of interpretability that can reflect the
emphasis of LXX and SP.

Through the comparative study of the three texts, Exodus 4:24—26 shows that Moses
son (LXX) and his wife Zipporah (SP) can be closely related as family members in
the calling process of Moses described in chapters 3-4 (MT). It is possible to reflect the
viewpoints and contents of each text, and to recognize the story with the possibility of
highlighting a variety of emphasis for each character. and the parallel work of comparing
various final texts can help to understand the ambiguity and difficulty that can occur when
studying each text individually.

The parallel work of a comparative study of the different final versions (MT-LXX-SP)
will re-illuminate the interpretational ambiguities or difficulties from different perspectives
which occur when each of the different versions is studied individually, thus providing the

mutual assistance to the interpretation of the text and the possibility of new interpretations.
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