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University Press, 1996), 3.
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9 =S, 63.
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29  Daniel L. Smith-Christopher, “Ezekiel in Abu Ghraib: rereading Ezekiel 16:37-39 in the context of
imperial conquest” in Ezekiel s Hierarchical world: Wrestling with a Tiered Reality (Atlanta, GA: Society
of Biblical Literature, 2004), 141-157.

30 SIZ, 148, AD|A F2|AEHE 19| MA] “A Biblical Theology of Exile’d|A 27| 0% 3547} 74
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OlA] O AZIo] DES PTSDE} 1Z5HAM 19 DE0f| Ztal| AM|5| 2AZICE Daniel L. Smith-Christopher, 4
Biblical Theology of Exile (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2002).
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32 Smith-Christopher, A Biblical Theology of Exile, 88-89.

33  Brad E. Kelle, Dealing with the Trauma of Defeat: The Rhetoric of the Devastation and Rejuvenation of
Nature in Ezekiel.” Journal of Biblical Literature 128 (2009), 469-90.
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Ezekiel’s Trauma over the Prohibition of
the Mourning Rites for His Wife

Inchol Yang Ph.D.
Assitant Professor, Talmage Liberal Arts College

Hannam University

In this paper, I argue that Ezekiel’s behavior just before the loss of his wife
(Ezek 24:15-27) reflects the PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder) of the exiled
community after the fall of the Jerusalem Temple. Ezekiel and his exiled community
suffered the trauma of invasion by the Neo-Babylonian Empire. In Ezekiel 24, Ezekiel's
loss of his wife symbolizes the loss of the Jerusalem Temple. By his symbolic act, the
prohibition of mourning just before the death of his wife, Ezekiel becomes the symbol
for his exiled community. It means that Ezekiel extends his individual trauma to his
exile community’s collective trauma. By explaining the meaning of his individual
trauma, Ezekiel makes the exile community recognize the nature of their suffering and
responsibility. Furthermore, Ezekiel hopes that his exile community will become a new

community recovered from their trauma. Rather than weeping for their destroyed city
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Jerusalem, Ezekiel and his community start a new beginning during the exile while they
wear turbans on their head and put their sandals on their feet. This behavior facilitates
the recovery from the trauma for his exile community.

In order to demonstrate my argument, first of all, this study introduces the trauma
theories of Cathy Caruth and Jeffrey Alexander in the cultural and literary studies.
Second, this study introduces biblical scholars” psychoanalytic studies on Ezekiel.
Third and Last, based on Alexander’s collective trauma theory, this study attempts
to understand Ezekiel’'s trauma after it analyzes the translation, the structure, and the
background of Ezekiel 24:15-27. As a conclusion, the study discusses the contributions
of the studies on Ezekiel's trauma to the Korean society.
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