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Band 65; Frankfurt am Main: Athenhdum, 1987), 37.

12 U. Riitersworden, "Das Bose in der deuteronomischen Schultheologie”, T. Veijola, Das Deuteronomium
und seine Querbeziehungnen (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1996), 238-239.
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T. Veijola, Das 5. Buch Mose: Deuteronomium Kap. 1:1-16:17 (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
2004), RIS of (ME: S ZEHAL 2010), 324,
A. Rofé, "The Organiyation of the Judiciary in Deuteronomy", P, M. Michele Daviau, J, W. Wevers, M.

Weigl, The World of the Aramaeans I (JSOTSup.324; Sheffield: Sheffield Academie Press, 2001), 92-
112,

E. Otto, Das Deuteronomium. Politische Theologie und Rechtsreform in Juda und Assyrien, BZAW
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WoIo|| M= TS &H=sl2t W. S. Morrow, "Cuneiform literacy and deuteronomic composition”,
Bibliotheca orientalis 62 (2005), 204-213; J. Pakkala, "Der literar- und religionsgeschichtliche Ort
von Deuteronomium 13", M, Witte, u.a.(ed.), Die deuteronomistischen Geschichtswerke. Redaktions-
und religionsgeschichtliche Perspektiven zur "Deuteronomismus"-Diskussion in Tora und Vorderen
Propheten, BZAW 365 (Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter GmbH, 2006), 125-137;
H. U. Steymans, "Die literarische und historische Bedeutung der Thronfolgevereidignung Asarhaddons",
M. Witte, u.a.(ed.), Die deuteronomistischen Geschichtswerke. Redaktions- und religionsgeschichtliche
Perspektiven zur "Deuteronomismus"-Diskussion in Tora und Vorderen Propheten, BZAW 365 (Walter
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de Gruyter, Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter GmbH, 2006), 331-349; K. Radner, "Assyrische
tuppi adé als Vorbild fiir Deuteronomium 28,20-447?", M. Witte, u.a.(ed.), Die deuteronomistischen
Geschichtswerke. Redaktions- und religionsgeschichtliche Perspektiven zur "Deuteronomismus -
Diskussion in Tora und Vorderen Propheten, BZAW 365 (Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, New York: Walter
de Gruyter GmbH, 2006), 351-378.

19 U. Riitersworden, Das Buch Deuteronomium, NSK-AT 4 (Stuttgart: Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk
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20  H. Donner/W. Réllig, Kanaandiische und aramdische Inschriften Band II (Wiesbaden: Otto
Harrassowitz, 1964), 35-38.
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und religionsgeschichtliche Perspektiven zur "Deuteronomismus"- Diskussion in Tora und Vorderen
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Traditionsgeschichtliche Beobachtungen zu den araméischen Inschriften von Sfire", M. Witte, u.a.(Hg.),
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A Study on the bi'arta law of Deuteronomy

Jong-Won Choi
Lecturer at Seoul Theologoical University
Bonn University, Dr.theol.

Based on the text of Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 17:2-7; 19:15-19; 21: 18-21; 22:13-21,
23-24; 24:7, this study aim to explain the structure and meaning of the 'bi'arta formula'
that has typically appeared, to diagnose the literary growth of the Deuteronomy law
(Deuteronomy 12-26), and to find a new value system as law in laws. These texts
include social justice issues and are closely related to the subject of purity and impurity of
Leviticus.

The typical idiom of the 'bi'arta law" consists of the close formula (Abschluf$formel):
"You shall remove the evil in the midst of you.' This unique expression plays a central
role in the Deuteronomic thought, which is the concern of the Deuteronomistic
historians who are interested in how the society should deal with the crime as a judicial
act of 'the evil'.

The analysis of these text suggests that through tradition criticism the fundamental
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thinking of the 'bi'arta law" is based on the covenant tradition of the Deuteronomy.
'This thinking hints that it is greatly influenced by the Northwestern Semitic covenant
tradition.

Comprehensively, the constituents of the 'bi'arta law' propose the social concerns of
Deuteronomy's new era community of destiny through each of their texts. In particular,
the 'evil' which is emphasized in the judicial system in the text means unlawful acts
which can be applied in the demonstration law. This 'evil' can be seen as the intenton
of the tradition of the Deuteronomistic historians who want to apply to the new
community religious power replacing the state-centered judicial power that can be

applied in the Persian era.
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