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11 &2, William L. Moran (ed. and tr.), The Amarna Letters (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1992); Marvin L. Chaney, “1CH Z2{|AEIQl S0I25 0t 3K 0| 0| AZIAC| HAM " SAALS| AlZ
OF di2t= HA o|AZtA: FAMAO| Bt ALS|0| UALZ S M, REAF 2] 621 o (M B, 2007), 27-
108.
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Chaney, $I2, 54.
James B. Pritchard (ed), Ancient Near Eastern Texts according to the Old Testament (Princeton:
Princeton University Press), 254.

&1, Ann E. Killebrew, “The Emergence of Ancient Israel: The Social Boundaries of a‘Mixed Multitude’
in Canaaan,” Aren M, Maeir and Pierre de Miroschedji, (eds), “ Will Speak the Riddles of Ancient Times ":
Archaeological and Historical Studies in Honor of Amihai Mazar on the Occasion of His Sixtieth
Birthday, vol. 2 (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2006), 555-72.

Michael G, Hasel, “Israel in the Merneptah Stela” BASOR 296 (1994), 45-61; Robert B, Coote, "Z7| 0|A
2t ofsie] Mz XIH, (M5l@ $£2), [Ch A LS ESEE, 2010), 98-121.
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in Light of Its Literary, Historical, and Theological

Dimensions

Taek Joo Woo, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Theology

Korea Baptist Theological University/ Seminary

The purpose of this study is to attempt a new approach to the multicultural
phenomena in Korea, not seeking a new solution from the Old Testament perspective.
This arose from critiques on the previous studies on the issue under consideration. They
illustrate insufficient exegesis on the words like ger and nokri, as well as on the narratives
of the immigrating people, the lack of the understanding of the ancient society, and the
inadequate application of the modern concept to the ancient society. To complement
such drawback, this study explores three dimensions of the Old Testament, that is,
literary, historical, and theological ones with regard to the multicultural phenomena and
synthesizes the results.

Literary and historical dimensions of the Old Testament embrace the multicultural
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phenomena under the condition of confessing Yahwism. Ruth is a representative
case, and the book of Job is understood as a discourse on Yahwism in a multicultural
society. The history of ancient Israel illustrates a spectrum from the acceptance of the
phenomena to the rejection of it. The Israelites were the descendants of Abraham
who came from Chaldea in Mesopotamia. Joseph married with an Egyptian woman,
and Moses, with a Midianite woman. After the Exodus, the Israelites did not expel
the Canaanites completely, and thus they coexisted with them. King David had
foreign mercenaries in the army; Solomon had a marriage of alliance with princesses
of neighboring countries, and Ahab married with Jezebel, a Phoenician princess. The
colonial era antagonized the multicultural phenomena by ostracizing the intermarriage.
It is also due to jeopardizing religious identity. In contrast, Ezra and Nehemiah in the
colonial period reformed Yehud as a Persian colony by prohibiting the intermarriage.
For it threatened the identity of the true Israel as the community believing Yahweh.
Theological dimension focuses on exploring two Hebrew terms, ger and nokri of
the Deuteronomic code in the context. The dates of the legal code show that specific
political and military conflicts caused the people to migrate to safer places, but the
migration is also considered as a generic trend in the agrarian society. The Deuteronomic
code suggests that ger as the societal weak are to be taken care of, whereas nokri as the
possibly affluent people from outside are to be socially distanced from the natives. In
sum, the Old Testament teaches that the societal weak are to be taken care of under the
condition that they do not threaten Yahwism.

To discuss the multicultural phenomena is related with how to keep our identity. The
more the outsiders in the society, the more fear grows. But the Old Testament teaches

the faith community to provide care and support to the societal weak.
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