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35 EE225F2 Al ZH|Z Ofa BTt John H. Walton, X2, 302.
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37  John E. Hartley, Leviticus, WBC vol. 4 (Dollas: Word Books, Publisher, 1992), 396; E. Gerstenberger,
Lewtzcus (Lousville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996), 354. 0| Z4sf{ofl Cist o 22 HEES 2lsiM= Ct
29| 2& 22} Volker Wagner, “Zur Existenz des sogenannten ‘Heiligkeitsgesetzes”, ZAW 86 (1974), 307-
314
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38  Wilfried Warning, $I2, 92-96, esp. 93-94.
39  Christopher R, Smith, ¥IZ, 27-28.

40 Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus 23-27: A New Translation with Introduction and Commetary by Jacob
Milgrom, The Anchor Yale Bible 3B (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001), 2082.

41 Mary Douglas, “The Forbidden Animals in Leviticus’, 11,

42 LEE=24:10-232 27| XM ZR5IA %2 EF0|2t Uit Martin Noth, Leviticus: A
Commentary, The Old Testament Library (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1977), 10,
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STt FESICE Jacob Milgrom, Leviticus: A Book of Ritual and Ethics, A Continental Commentary
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A Study on the Literary and Theological Meaning of Leviticus
18-20: In Terms of the Literary Structure of Leviticus

Se Young Roh, Ph.D
Professor, Dept. of Old Testament Studies
Seoul Theological University

The purpose of this article is to examine the literary and theological meaning
of Leviticus 18-20 within the Book of Leviticus. For this purpose, a couple of
presuppositions are necessary. First, Leviticus is a unified book under the themes of cultic
holiness and ethical holiness. Second, the repetition of motifs, terms, and concepts, which
appear in the literary units, will be used for the analysis of the literary structure.

Leviticus consists of five literary units before and after its center (chaps. 18-20), and
these units make a chiastic structure in terms of cultic and ethical contexts. The literary
structure is as follows: A (1:1-9:24), sacrifices offered to Yahweh // A’ (25:1-27:34),
offerings belonging to Yahweh; B (10:1-20), pollution of the tabernacle and ethical crimes
/] B’(24:10-23), pollution of the name of Yahweh and ethical crimes; C (11:1-15:33),
cultic holiness in the camp of Israel / C’ (24:1-9), cultic holiness in the sanctuary; D

]
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(16:1-34), the Day of Atonement and ethical crimes / D’ (23:1-44), religious festivals
and ethical crimes; E (17:1-16), regulations on animals for food and their blood // E’
(21:1-22:33), regulations on food for Yahweh, priests, and laypersons; F (18:1-20:27),
regulations on grave sins which result in ethical uncleanliness.

The analysis of the literary structure of Leviticus reveals several theological meanings.
First, the society envisioned in Leviticus is basically a cultic society centered on the
tabernacle. The tabernacle is the place where the holy God is present, so it must always
be kept holy. Second, dietary laws are emphasized for the sake of cultic holiness. In each
cultic context, dietary laws are repeated. Third, the regulations for cultic holiness provide
the basis for achieving ethical holiness. These ethical regulations result in the holy relations
with God and the ethical relations with neighbors. Finally, the fact that Leviticus 18-
20 is located in the center of the structure of Leviticus, and that the regulations, which
appear in the ethical context, are repeated there, shows that Leviticus 18-20 is literally
and theologically located in the center of Leviticus. As a result, the ethical regulations in

Leviticus 18-20 are the most important factor which the Israelites must obey.
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