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A Study on the Metaphors of Psalm 23 for
Refugees and Refugee Admission Policy

II-Rye Lee
Lecturer at Seoul Theological University
Ruhr- Bochum University, Dr. theol.

The life mentioned in Psalm 23 signifies the life of salvation that could have received
in “the house of Yahweh.” In particular, the poet sings with gratitude that he was able to
gain the right of asylum protection in the crisis of desperation. Of course, it is difficult
to say this is the function of asylum protection that guarantees safety from accidental
homicide or unjust blood revenge. The function of asylum protection mentioned in the
Old Testament, has changed within the fundamental nature of the situation and times. It
is clear, therefore, that Psalm 23 also connotes the temple asylum, which protects the life of
the poet in a danger of desperation. At the same time, verses 1-3 is a song about a refugee
who fled Egypt and hoped for shelter in Israel. Verses 1-3 in particular is a specific and
practical model for refugee protection functions.

Here we can observe the organic relationship between the asylum function and the
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refuge function shown in Psalm 23. Focusing our attention on verse 6 and verses 1-3
(AA), which make up the outer frame of Psalm 23 as a whole, we can read through
chiasmus that the shepherd metaphor (vss. 1-3) and the banquet host metaphor (vs.
6) can be considered identical. Based on the fact that verses 1-3 can be read as a song of
the Israelites, an important theological reflection is that verse 6 can be read as a song of
asylum protection for the people of Israel. The two themes, shelter function and asylum
protection function, are connected to each other, which imply alife of total salvation.

The metaphors of Psalm 23 imply the inevitability of a ‘spatial and geographical place’as
ashelter for refugees, and at the same time they also connote the tradition of asylum that it
should be protected by legal devices. The metaphors of Psalm 23 present both the asylum
function and the shelter function as double-sided absolute value for refugees and refugee

acceptance policy.
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