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A Study on ‘the Destruction and Restoration of the Walls
of Jerusalem’ in the Proclamations of Nehemiah
and Post-Exilic Prophets

Hee-Hak Lee, Dr.theol.
Professor, Department of Theology
Mokwon University

After returning from the Babylonian captivity, the prophets proclaimed the restoration
of Israel as the restoration of the wall of Jerusalem, based on the profound religious
meaning of Jerusalem. The restoration of the wall of Jerusalem was regarded as a religious
symbol of Israel’s restoration, and the purpose of this paper is to compare and analyze from
a tradition-historical perspective the messages proclaimed by Nehemiah and post-exilic
prophets on the destruction and restoration of the walls of Jerusalem.

The theme of the ruins of Jerusalem’s walls and the restoration of the walls appears in
the various texts of the Third Isaiah also, which is evaluated to belong to the post-exilic

prophetic literature (Isa 58:12; 60:10-11, 18; 61:4; 62:6-12; 64:9-11). By using various
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terms, they proclaim that the ruins of Jerusalem is a symbol of the old age, and that the
restoration of the walls is a symbol of the new age.

The passages that are shown to be the closest in terms of contents to Nehemiah's texts
on the construction of the walls of Jerusalem are Isaiah 58:12 and 61:4. There is no way
to deny that the two passages show a close literary interrelationship in that they are almost
identical sentences. We can see here the motif and tradition-historical contact points of the
‘destruction (#rp) and reconstruction (hnb) of the walls of Jerusalem’ which are mentioned
in Nehemiah.

The prophecy of Jerusalem’s judgment and restoration is also found in the several
apocalyptic prophetic texts (Amos 9:11-15; Micah 7:11), which are viewed as additions
during the post-exilic period. One thing in common in Amos 9:11 and Isaiah 58:12 is
that the Hebrew noun #5,B (‘breach) is suggested as the object of the Hebrew verb rdg
(‘wall up’) only in these two places throughout the Old Testament. Moreover, the thematic
words, such as ‘set up’ (-wq), ‘build’ (hnb), and ‘old’ (-I'A[), mentioned in Amos 9:11
suggest very similar commonality to Isaiah 58:12 and 61:4. From a tradition-historical
point of view, it can be said that Micah 7:11 is on the same line with Isaiah 58:12, 61:4,
and Amos 9:11, 14 in that Micah 7:11 strongly expects the restoration of Jerusalem
(Judah).

In conclusion, I argue that the Book of Nehemiah and the various prophetic texts,
which were born in the post-exilic period, utilize a wide variety of words and mortifs
in regard to the destruction of Jerusalem and the restoration of the crumbled walls of
Jerusalem. To restore the walls of the city of Jerusalem, especially concerning the “breaches”
of the destroyed walls, was declared as a sign of a new beginning period of salvation.
I demonstrated through textual comparisons that the texts of the trito-Isaiah and the
apocalyptic texts of Amos and Micah, which are attributed to the final editors of the post-
exilic period, even though they are in very original and characteristic forms, are tradition-
historically closely related to the texts of Nehemiah.
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