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A Study on the Conflict and Reconciliation between

Edom and Israel

Dong—Young Yoon, Ph.D.
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Seoul Jangsin University

This paper deals with conflicts and reconciliation between Edom and Is-
rael. Edom and Israel have historically had many conflicts. Genesis saw the
cause of the conflicts as a struggle for leadership, prophetic books as a matter
of Edom’s misdeeds during the crisis in Israel, and historical books as a mat-
ter of land and resources,

In particular, the prophetic books show extreme hostility toward Edom,
the main cause of which is a sense of betrayal toward Edom rather than the

fault Edom has committed against Israel. In order to resolve these conflicts
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between the neighboring countries, prophetic books summon memories of
brotherhood and continue its desire for reconciliation, Meanwhile, Genesis
shows through the story of Esau and Jacobs meeting that unconditional for-
giveness must precede reconciliation. Also, the story of their reunion tells
us that recognizing each other’s territory is the way to sustain reconciliation.
Reconciliation can continue when you stop fighting for leadership and recog-
nize your opponent’s territory.

From this point of view, it can be said that this paper presents an Old Tes-

tament way to achieve reconciliation between conflicting communities,
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