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A Rhetorical and Theological Study

on the Personified Woman Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs

Keun—Jo Ahn

Hoseo University

This paper claims that the personified woman wisdom in the book of
Proverbs is a theological entity rhetorically employed by wise scribes in the
post-exilic period. Previous scholarship has discussed the woman wisdom
in various ways: a female deity derived from neighboring culture, a con-
trast to the ‘strange woman, a hypostatization of divine reality, the order
of creation, and so on. Yet, the analyses of each text referring to personified
wisdom (1:20-33, 8:1-36, 9:1-6) elucidate that the metaphor of wisdom reveals a
core Israelite theological concept in emphasizing the fear of Yahweh. Proverbs

1:20-33 depicts a prophetic voice of judgment on the unfaithful, 8:1-36 inte-

Zfeto] ofolstEl R|slofd: 1 SARH 7lS 1 AlSH ofn| | 92ZE 163



grates the traditional teaching of the wise with an innovative song of pre-ex-
isting wisdom before creation. 9:1-6 declares the fullness of life in the house
of wisdom, in contrast to destruction in the house of the foolish woman in
9:13-18. The personification of woman wisdom does not fit in the androcen-
tric culture of ancient Israel. However, the wisdom group adopted this female
metaphor in order to explain the inscrutability of God and the marvelous
process of creation. This mystery of woman wisdom leads people into the
way of the pious in the fear of Yahweh. This paper contributes to discovering
not only the rhetorical and theological significance of woman wisdom but
also the later development of the Israelite wisdom tradition in close associa-

tion with personified woman wisdom,

164 ®M273 1553 79%) 202114 32 312



Keywords

Woman Wisdom
Proverbs 1:20-33
Proverbs 8:1-30
Proverbs 9:1-6
Personification

Rhetorical Function

m 22021 1€ 7
m AR 2021 29 1

m Al A B 2021 2€ 9

Zfeto] ofolsiEl Rlslofd: 1 SARH 7ls 1 ASH ofn| | A2E 165



