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A Research on the History of 2 Kings 23:13

Eun—Woo Lee

Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

The purpose of this study is to examine and reconstruct the history of 2
Kings 23:13, This verse, in which Josiah defiles the high places built by Sol-
omon for pagan gods, has received attention by many scholars for a long
time, Some regard this verse as a part of a Deuteronomic redaction in Josiah’s
period, others as part of the DtrH in Babylonian exile, Some pursued the his-
toricity of this verse by reflecting on the results of archaeological research on
the Silwan cemetery. Thus, this study searches for the historicity of this verse
through lexical, archaeological, and redactional critical research, In particu-
lar, this study analyzes this verse in comparison with 1 Kings 11, especially
v5. v7,v33, which are related to Solomon’s worship of pagan gods, while con-

sidering the validity of applying the findings from the archaeological excava-
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tion of the Silwan cemetery,

This study reveals that the basic layer of this verse is the phrase that ‘the
king defiled the high places that were before Jerusalem’ (511 8w - o5u
975 7N MMamNRY), which is primarily a Deuteronomic redaction in Josi-
al’s period influenced by the Deuteronomic code,

To this layer, the long phrase ‘which Solomon the king of Israel had built
for Ashtoreth the detestation of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the detesta-
tion of Moab, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon’ (1
RY™3 N3N Eo5R5 aRm PPU WsH 0T ypu mnwyS Sxawgbr by
M2 TwR) was added. This was inserted by the Deuteronomistic redactor in
Babylonian exile who regarded idol worship as the main reason for the fall of
Judah and captivity.

Finally, the phrase ‘which were on the right hand of the mount of corrup-
tion (MAWnA™AS M wR) was added. Here ‘the mount of corruption’
can be understood as ‘the mount of anointment’ (ri~:1), which reflects
the image of ‘the mount of Olives' where the Last Judgment happens in
Zechariah 144, This phrase is a post-exilic Deuteronomistic redaction in the
Persian period which warns of Judah’s demise if idol worship continues.

This study concludes that 2 Kings 23:13 was continuously expanded from
Deuteronomic reform report in Josiah’s period through Babylonian Deuteron-
omistic introspection on monarchy to post-exilic Deuteronomistic redaction

to solve the problem of idol worship.
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