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30 Andrea del Verrocchio (1435-1483), Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519), {Baptism of Christ) (1470-1475), oil
and tempera on panel, 177X 151cm. Uthzi.

https://commons, wikimedia, org/wiki/File:The_Baptism_of_Christ_(Verrocchio_%26_Leonardo).jpg#/me-
dia/File:The_Baptism_of_Christ_(Verrocchio_& Leonardo).jpg.
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31 Mario Salmi, “1. The Italian Renaissance / Renaissance”, Encyclopedia of World Art(=EWA) XII (New
York, Toronto, London: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1966), 1-121 (85-86) ; Alexander Rauch, “Renaissance
in Italy’, Barbara Borngisser, Alexander Rauch, Uwe Geese (ed.), Renaissance (Bath, New York etc.:
Parragon Books, 2009), 244
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32 Pierodella Francesca (-1492), (The Baptism of Christ) (after 1451), egg tempera on poplar wood, 167 X
116cm, National Gallery.

https://commons, wikimedia. org/wiki/File:Piero_della_Francesca_Battesimo_di_Cristo_(National_Gallery,
London).jpg?uselang=en-gb.
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An Aesthetic Biblical Interpretation on <Baptism of Christ>
- A Study of Unbo Kim Ki-Chang’s <Baptized by John> and
Relating texts (Matt. 3:3-17, Lev. 8:6, 12)

Jin—Myung Kim

Presbyterian University & Theological Seminary

This paper is a study for interdisciplinary dialogue between art and biblical
theology using the commentary methodology of ‘Aesthetic Biblical Inter-
pretation,’ First, it examines how the textual understanding of this ‘Baptism
of Jesus' was derived from the artist’s point of view in Unbo Kim Ki-Changs
work, (Baptized by John). The iconographic methodology was applied to the
interpretation of his Korean-style painting. The next step conducts an exeget-
ical study of the text for the “Baptism of Jesus’ in Matthew 3 and the “Old
Testament-related texts™ as its background, using the result of the interpreta-
tion of Unbo’s work as a clue,

The main New Testament focus text of this paper is Matthew 3:13-17.
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Unbo adopted this text as a background text linked to the work (Baptized by
John). Accordingly, the current study of ‘Aesthetic Biblical Interpretation’

begins with a discussion of this text, In this process, through analyzing and
comparing the New Testament text in relation to the pertinent Old Testament
texts as its background, this study proposes the “priest commitment ceremo-

ny (Lev. 8) as the Old Testament background for the “Baptism of Jesus.”
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