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St

An Exegetical Study for Judges 1:1-2

Hoo—Goo Kang

Seoul Jangsin University

The book of Judges plays a role in connecting the book of Joshua with the
book of Samuel. Its main body consists of the stories of twelve judges (3:7-16:30)
bracketed by two introductions (1:1-2:5; 2:6-3:6) and two endings (17:1-18:31; 19:1-
21:25).

This paper deals with the first two passages of the first introduction ana-
lyzed in linguistic, literary, and theological points of view. In addition, the
author tried to interpret them in terms of the process of the formation of the
book as well as their historical background. In doing so, the study suggests
the following conclusions: (1) the opening phrase "N X 17" is prob-
ably a typical introductory form in the deuteronomistic history appeared in

Josh. 1:1; Judg. 1:1; and 2 Sam. 1:1; (2) the question of the descendants of

166 ™27 25 (52 807) 20214 6 302



Israel “Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against
them?" and the following answer of Yahweh “Judah shall go up” indicate the
shift in leadership to the tribe of Judah after the death of Joshua; (3) the first
introduction to which the text belongs (1:1-2:5) is connected with the second
ending (chs. 1921), both added in the last phase of the formation of the book
of Judges (Stratum 1); (4) exegesis of the text and analysis of cities mentioned
in the book of Judges, its arrangement of twelve judges, and a certain phrase,
“From Dan to Beersheba,” lead to the assumption that the book alludes to

the expectation of a king from the tribe of Judah, i.e. David.
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