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30 R. Kessler, S5, 423425,
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meneia; Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001), 103, o|gln|op7} AU 712 (3 11ne} B 7o} (31
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36 Robert Martin-Achard, “La signification théologique de [élection d' Israél”, Theologische Zeitschrift 16
(1960), 333-341.

37 Matthias Kdchert, “Die Erwahlung Israels und das Ziel der Wege Gottes im Jesajabuch”, Ingo Kott-
siper(Ed.), , Wer ist wie du, Herr, unter den Gottern? Studien zur Theologie und Religionsgeschichte Israels
(Festschrift O. Kaiser; Géttingen: Vandehoeck und Ruprecht, 1994), 277-300: 277.
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53 Rudiger Bartelmus, Einfiihrung in das Biblische Hebrdisch. Mit einem Anhang Biblisches Aramdisch
(Zirich: TVZ, 1994), 202-207.
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56 cf. Hans-Jiirgen Hermisson, “Zur Erwdhlung Israels. Alttestamentliche Gedanken zum Amt der
Gemeinde", H. Schréder & G. Miiller(Eds.), Vom Amt des Laien in Kirche und Theologie (Festschrift G.
Krause; Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1982), 37-60: 54.
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61 Andrew T. Lincoln, Ephesians (WBC; Dallas, Texas: WordBooks, 1990), “It rounds off the thought at this
point by reminding of the situation of hostility described earlier in vv 11-13 and reemphasizing that
Christ’s death has changed that past situation.” (146)
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The Spectrum of Israel's Election and Relations with the Nations

Min—=Su Oh

Daeshin University

In this paper I have attempted to review the development of Israel’s
self-awareness as a people in relation with other peoples and to explore its re-
lationship with the nations, From the biblical point of view, Israel is not more
in number than any other people. Its existence is very small. Only through
YHWH’s love is it selected. The purpose of the divine selection lays on the
observation of the Torah which in the covenant contract on Mount Sinai
YHWH has promulgated for Israel. With regard to the nations, the people
claimed to dwell in the land securely, without the threat of enemies’ attacks

(Lev 25:15fF.). This concept plays an important role in relationship with the na-
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tions, I have found multi-layered conceptions, First, Israel-centric: these see
the nations negatively. Second, in a viewpoint that is positive toward the na-
tions, they shall come to Mount Zion as pilgrims in order to learn the Torah
of YHWH. Third, nations-centric: the scattered Israelites among the nations
enlightening the nations with instruction and bringing light into the nations.
In this process Israel itself becomes the light for the peoples. Compared to
the above concepts, the last model is transcendent, It is so-called “the blessed
nations of all.” All the nations that had oppressed Israel in the past become
recipients of blessing. This idea foreshadows the Pauline Gospel. In sum, the
fundamental thought that lays in the background of all these concepts is that
the fates of the nations depend on their treatment of the elected people. The
status of Israel would be never abolished (Rom 11:12, 18), Its existence remains
a revelation of God in human history. In the coming future of humankind
the values of the Torah shall be democratized among all the nations. So they

shall be transformed into a new era,
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