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Violence against war:

War Narratives from a Gender Perspective

Eun—Ae Lee

Ewha Womans University

This paper studies two texts (udges 45 Judges 9) of the war narrative in the
Old Testament, It presents a critical view of the war by revealing the violent
characteristics and destructive consequences of the war, namely the conflict
and confrontation among ethnicity, social class, religion, and gender.

The fact that a woman ended the war by killing the head of the command-
er in a mainly male-centered war can be defined as violence against the war,

In the war between Canaan and Israel (Judges 4-5), Jael, the wife of Hebel the
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Kenite, killed Sisera, the commander of the Canaanite army. In the violence
of war full of conflict and confrontation, Jael's violence, which lies beyond po-
litical, ethnic, and religious distinctions and borders, finally ends the war and
the land enters 40 years of peace without war. The intersection of discrimina-
tion and violence in multilayered confrontation can also be found in the war
narrative of chapter 9 of Judges. It is a confrontation of both religious identity
and social class, and gender,

The victims of the war were men and women who may not have belonged
to Israel and were religious worshippers of other gods, but were in the middle
of the war, slaughtered, their lives in danger. When a woman among them
killed Abimelech, an illegal and vicious monarch, using one millstone as a
weapon, the violent and threatening war finally ended.

The study of war narratives in the Old Testament through the framework
of various confrontations illuminates various intertwined positions and in-
tersections within the war, including ethnicity, politics, class, religion, and
gender, It also raises questions about the form and legitimacy of a countering
violence against war, and eventually provides an opportunity to find alter-
natives as to how to end the war and bring peace to the land. Through this
study, we find God’s unexpected salvation and uniqueness on the side of the

weak by bringing peace with the uselessness of war,
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