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A Study of ‘Amos’ Pronouncing the Grace of YHWH
- An Exegetical Study on Amos 5:1-17 -

Sang—-Won Lee

Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary

The purpose of this article is to determine the time of writing and intent
of the oldest book of Amos. For this purpose, I analyze Amos 5:1-17 located
in the very middle of the book of Amos, First, I investigate the structure and
redactional process of the book of Amos. I argue that the text of 5:1-17 plays
an important role in determining the time of writing and intent of the oldest
book of Amos, Next, I discuss the structure of the text and determine the
fundamental literary unit by examining the literary coherence of the text. Fi-
nally, I analyze and interpret the literary unit from a pragmatic perspective,

The fundamental literary unit which consists of Amos 5:1-12, 14-17* is
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composed in a chiastic structure with its center at vv, 89, Three rings enclose
the center, and the themes of death, life, and social justice one after another
flow toward the hymn of YHWH as creator and judge at the center. The text
condemns the social injustice of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and declares
death as the judgment of YHWH. Concurrently, life as the alternative to
death is proposed. The way of life is to seek YHWH and to realize social jus-
tice,

The text of Amos 5:1-12, 14-17* is the prophecy of the divine judgment
which Amos’” disciples pronounced in 733/2-722/1 B.C.E. by means of
lament, This prophecy is the application of the original message of Amos in a
new historical situation. It exposes explicitly the original intent of the prophe-
cy, namely, a call to repentance by use of the exhortation toward life. The text
gives an example of ‘Fortschreibung which indicates the process of interpre-

tation of the prophet’s original message in the Prophets.
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