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Yahweh, the Scatterer: An Interpretation of COVID-19
through the Story of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9)

Dae—Jun Jeong

Kwangshin University

This study aims to interpret a great disaster such as COVID-19 by com-
paring it with an incident in the Old Testament and to draw its meaning, In
general, we tent to understand disasters like COVID-19 as God’s judgment
on human sins. Although there is no overlap between them, from a disease
standpoint, the story of the tower of Babel and COVID-19 distinctly share
the “scattering’ of people. The general interpretation of the tower of Babel is
negative just like the way people look at COVID-19. It seems to imply God’s
punishment to human beings for their disobedience. However, this study

suggests that the narrator does not describe the story of the tower of Babel
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in a negative way. In addition, it closely examines and analyzes the literary
structure, the use of words, and its contents. In the story of the tower of Ba-
bel, YHWH shows His grace and love by acting directly to those who build
the city and the tower, rather than punishing them. It culminates in the pos-
itive, fruitful scattering of the people. The word “scattering’ seems to have
negative meaning; however, the scattering in the story of the tower of Babel
does not demonstrate negative connotation. Therefore, there is no reason to
see the COVID-19 situation as negative, as its enforcing people to experience
voluntary or mandatory scattering is mainly due to social distancing mea-
sures,

The study reveals that there is God’s concern and love to us even in inci-
dents which are interpreted negatively, Moreover, by applying the results of
the study to a trying situation such as COVID-19, we can find a message of

hope in the midst of despair.
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