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A Study of Change of Personal Names in the Old Testament

Hoo—Goo Kang

Seoul Jangsin University

This paper explores personal names in the Hebrew Bible which include di-
vine elements (Yeho-, Yo-, -yah, -yahu, El-, -e). Comparing with the names known
from the archaeological ﬁndings (seals, seal impressions, bullae, inscription, etc.), it
analyzes them to understand their general characteristics. In order to exam-
ine the change of biblical personal names with divine elements, this study
analyzes all personal names in Torah, Deuteronomistic historical Books, and
Books of Ezra-Nehemiah and compare the results with 977 names known
from archaeological findings in the Iron Age. Its outcomes convey the follow-
ing conclusions:

1) Even though personal names with the general noun for god Elohim ele-
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ment do not yield prominent characteristic changes, and those with the prop-
er noun Yahweh element are few in Torah and in Deuteronomistic Books,
their occurrences increase when it comes to late period. Yet the observation
that names with Yahweh element were widely used in post-exilic period re-
veals an anachronic understanding of Torah that they reflect situations of the
late periods. In the analysis of personal names in the Hebrew Bible, Torah
can rather be understood as the earlier phase in the process of development
of names with divine element of Yahweh,

2) If we compare the results of the analysis of characteristics and changes
of biblical names in the Old Testament with those known from archaeological
findings, it can be said that the Old Testament represents the central role of
southern Judah,

3) The analysis of the ratio of name changes with Yahweh elements and
those with Elohim elements indicates that in Torah, names with Elohim el-
ements outstandingly occupy more than those with Yahweh elements (28.5
times); in Deuteronomistic books, the ratio is converted (18.7%- names with Yah-
weh elements vs. 7.7%- names with Elohim elements); while in the book of Ezra-Ne-
hemiah the latter, Elohim elements, is less than the former, Yahweh elements
(3.8 times). To compare with names known archaeologically, we discover that
the archaeological evidences of the Iron Age match not with names from To-
rah, nor those from the earlier books of Deuteronomistic History (Joshua-Judg-
es-Samuel), but rather with names of the book of Kings and also correspond

with those of the book of Ezra-Nehemiah,
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