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Sociological Analysis of
“Those Who Were Driven out of the Land (X772 38 22)™:

Centered on Job 30:1~8

Han—Geun Cho

The Salvation Army Graduate University

This paper examines the meaning of “those who were driven out of the
land” through a sociological analysis on Job 30:1~8. They were stripped of
the land they had cultivated, suffering from famine and starvation. Moreover,
the conditions of their dwelling places, such as pits, describe their situation
as subhuman, making the text portray their miserable reality. Verse 8, “those
who were driven out of the land,” can be defined as follows:

First, the extreme poverty of “those who were driven out of the land”

was the result of the greed of the wicked who took the land of the poor.
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The text states that the poor were expelled from their society and “from the
land(yIRT12127 8N, Therefore, the phrase "y N7} 323 (nikeu min-
haarez)” can be seen as an expression that represents their socio-economic
conditions.

Second, “those who were driven out of the land” were people who were
deprived of opportunities to reintegrate into the community. This means that
the existing society had exclusive tendencies. This background also reflects
the context of the times that justified exclusivity by emphasizing ancestral
roots,

Third, the text contains economic and social discrimination against special
classes, suggesting that their social norms did not uphold the rights of the
poor. Therefore, when “those who were driven out of the earth” tried to ob-
tain access to the society especially due to hunger, people called them thieves
and shouted them out. This means that the Hebrew code did not work at all
to realize the social ethics, Therefore, the descriptions of “those who were
driven out of the land” in the text signal to the aspects of social discrimina-

tion,
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