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A Narrative Reading of the Open Ending in Jonah 4:10-11

Kyung—Sik Park

Mokwon University

This article identifies and examines the prophetic rhetoric in Jonah 3-4
in an attempt to assess their significance. It argues that the point of view in
Jonah 3-4 works as a rhetorical device to situate readers in the narrative plot.
Verbal parallels in chapters 1 and 3 forge symmetrical structure, make tones,
and interact one another to convey meaning. Characters of the story such as
the saliors, Jonah, and the Ninevites also depict corresponding points show-
ing a symmetrical structure, The narrative comprises two different sets of the
scenes (Jonah 1-2 and Jonah 3-4), pointing symmetrical characters to allude its
purpose and focus.

Some scholars aver that the intention of the final form of chapters 34 is to
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convince its Judean audience to adhere to the covenant with God, promoted
by the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah. Other scholars assert that based on the
last question of Jonah, this is relevant to the postexilic community of Jerusa-
lem where they were agonizing about the nonfulfillment of solemn prophe-
cies concerning the advent of eschatological conditions with the restoration,
Based on the analysis of narrative devices of Jonah 34, the intention of the
open ending question clearly connects with Jonah 3:9-10 as my narrative
analysis shows the plots of Jonah 3-4.

In particular, the last question from God is not aimed to Jonah, but to
readers along with the need of the statement of Jonah 3:9-10, Rhetorical de-
vices in the text lead the readers to the final question directly addressed to
them. The intention of the book seems simple enough in a certain way and
it is all in the final question, “what are you going to do now, be faithful or

not?”
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