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An Analysis on the Ten Plagues of Egypt

Young—Hye Kim

Yonsei University, Mirae Campus

This paper reviews the researches of other academic fields on the ten
plagues, and attempts to understand the sequence of the plagues by employ-
ing the documentary hypothesis. It presents that the first four plagues are a
series of natural phenomena caused by the flooding of the Nile in the sum-
mer, whereas the fifth and sixth plagues are disease plagues spread by insects
whose numbers drastically increased due to the flooding of the Nile. As for
the seventh to ninth plagues, the paper views it as climatic phenomena that
occur intermittently in Egypt from winter to early spring. Finally, the last
plague, which is related to the Passover through the plague of the firstborn, is

placed in its current location to be chronologically linked to the ninth plague.
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Through this analysis, the plague narrative of Exodus is interpreted as a prod-
uct of understandings on Egypt of the time with regard to diseases, exempli-
fied in Deuteronomy, in addition to natural phenomena unique to Egypt.

It is evident that the number of plagues was not ten during the oral transi-
tion period, The present form of the text is the result of multiple redactional
activities, particularly by P. It is evidenced by the plague stories in Psalms
78 and 105, which record only seven or eight plagues. Thus, the number of
plagues was expanded to ten in Exodus by P, who regarded it as a significant
number, In doing so, the insect plague was expanded into the plagues of
kinnim and of arob, whereas the disease plague into the plagues of livestock
pestilence and of boils. The paper concludes that the present form of the ten
plagues in Exodus manifests vestiges of P’s editing activities carried out by
multiple hands in the courses of a long period of time, rather than a single

activity by a single hand.
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