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Cambridge University Press, 2004), 5-6; Mogens Trolle Larsen, “The Mesopotamian
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(ed.), Language, Literature and History: Philological and Historical Studies Presented to Erica
Reiner (New Haven: American Oriental Society, 1987), 203-25.
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26 S. Parpola, Letters from Assyrian Scholars to the Kings Esarhaddon and Assurbanipal, Vol. 2.
(Kevelaer: Butzon & Bercker, 1983), xxiv.

27 obhEolR T O (aman) U0, WS FoY O (qwin) & DA G,
AP Ao ORI ()7} O (aman) 2 9BV SRew, 1k A2
7} PR (amitu) Y OVFEEVYE (amuwatn) 2 %71% 7] % 3FITF David Brown, “Astral
Divination in the Context of Mesopotamian Divination, Medicine, Religion, Magic,
Society, and Scholarship”, EASTM 25 (2006), 98.

28  U. Jeyes, Old Babylonian Extispicy (Istanbul: Nederland Historisch-Archeologisch Instituut
te Istanbul, 1989), 18,
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M. Stol (eds.), Magic and Rationality in Ancient Near Eastern and Graeco-Roman Medicine
(Studies in Ancient Medicine 27; Leiden: Brill, 2004), 100.

35 CAD A/2, 344-347, 351-52.

36 CAD A/2, 432-436. ol F& “F&
U/W, 406.
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38  Jean Bottéro, Everyday Life in Ancient Mesopotamia (Baltimore: John Hopkins University
Press, 2001), 173-74. J5, To]~2bdlz} o2l A€, (A& CLC, 2015), 1099
A AL

39  Henry E. Sigerist, Medicine and Human Welfare (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1941),
2.3 AARAE, TEH T AW (370 &7, (A AL, 2008), 242, YAIE=H,
E. Sigerist, Civilization and Disease (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1943).
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S BARl T4-stedof itk P. -A. Beaulieu, “Late Babylonian Intellectual Life”, B. Leick
(ed.), The Babylonian World (London: Routledge, 2007), 475.
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41 U. Gabbay, “The Performance of Emesal Prayers within the Regular Temple Cult:
Content and Ritual Setting”, K. Kaniuth et al. (eds.), Zempel im Alten Orient (CDOG 7-
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2013), 103,

42 A. Lohnert, “Manipulating the Gods: Lamenting in Context”, K. Radner and E. Robson
(eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Cuneiform Culture (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2011), 404,

43 S.M. Kramer, ‘BM 96927: A Prime Example of Ancient Scribal Redaction”, Tzvi Abush et

al (eds.) Lingering over Words: Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Literature in Honor of William
L. Moran (HSS 37; Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1990), 253.

44 U. Gabbay, “The Production and Transmission of Sumerian Emesal Litanies in Their

Historical and Cultic Contexts”, KASKAL 16 (2019), 202-203.
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Religious Knowledge and Religious Specialists
in the Ancient Near East from the Perspective of
Collective Intelligence

Dong-Young Yoon
Seoul Jangsin University

In the ancient Near East, especially in Neo-Assyria, divination
was not just magic but was a part of the political tool for the reign of
kings, that is, knowledge of the ruler (Herrschaftswissen). Observational
and interpretative materials obtained through divination were therefore
regarded as authoritative knowledge. The authority of this knowledge is
evident by the fact that it was communicated to the king in the form of
letters and reports. These materials were then kept in libraries and served
as reference books for the later generations of experts and scholars to
interpret the natural phenomena they discovered, thereby enabling the
study of the ancient Near East to grow. In particular, the Neo-Assyrian
king employed a group of religious experts called ‘ummdnu’ (scholar) in
his court to solve problems affecting the security of the king and kingdom.
The group was composed of astrologers (tupsarru), haruspices (bari),
physicians (as#), healing therapists (asipu), and lamenting specialists (ka/).
The group of specialist scholars worked together to give necessary advice
and establish policies for the king and kingdom.

In this respect, the divination materials of the ancient Near East can

be said to be the result of collective intelligence: a connected intelligence
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jointly accumulated by religious experts who were intellectuals at the
time. Ancient Near Eastern divination (bdr#tu) has similarities to the
ideas of today’s knowledge society. The religious experts of the ancient
Near East were information-rich specialists, much like modern knowledge
workers. They categorized and interpreted information and also generated,
stored, and communicated knowledge. The information they eventually
regulated became the primary material underpinning politics, economy,
and culture. Religious specialists, as intellectuals, took various measures
to eliminate impending dangers and change the unfortunate future
for the maintenance and development of the king and kingdom. They
were interested in each other’s fields of expertise, exchanged mutual
information, and jointly generated new ideas. Their ‘sharing’ and
‘collaboration,” based on close relations and exchanges, represent a part of

the ancient Near Eastern collective intelligence system.
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