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FAskAth vl A & | “Creatio ex nihiro”, "&2 3t 217 (2002), 33-34.

15  o|Z 59§, U. Cassuto, 4 Commentary on the Book of Genesis (Jersalem: Broadman &
Publishers, 1961), 23. Richard E. Friedman, Commentary on the Torah (San Francisco:
HarperCollins, 2001), 6. ©]’373, THABI2 A, (A& 153} APEAL, 2008). F o1/
AMABAEL 7] 1734 Bl 20] &= Adejollrt Al A2 EdAgrtal
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16 E=H 9E A 139 1 25 58 (Y $7), K RS,
2017), 251-252. QA= Johh H. Walton, Genesis 1 as Ancient Cosmology (Winona Lake,
Fisenbrauns, 2011),
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18  Rebecca S. Watson, Chaos Uncreated (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2005), 16-17; D. T. Tsumura,
Creation and Destruction: A Reappraisal of the C/mo.r/mmpf Theory in the Old Testament
(Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2005), 22-35. °]d| ta]l €7]= %2 ¥4 2] 93
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A}, 2012), 210. YAIE Bruce K. Waltke, An Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2007).
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G. J. Botterweck, Der Triliterismus im Semi. BBB, 3 (1952), 64f. cf. TDOT, Vol. 11. 245.
BDB, 134, NIDOTTE, Vol. 1. 728-735.

ol & fl3ll, -dAslBe]o] L A$le] AFARQl Koehler-Baumgartner, The Hebrew and
Aramaic Lexicon, vol, 1 (Lieden: Brill, 1994), 153-154°]4] R'l?yg FgolelofA
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3+ R, C. Van Leeuwen, Nj; in New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology
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%%OM 2GS FATe Rejaa) $248)8kal Ao slgct. Phyllis A. Bird, 8] H.
2] AgA1e] AekA Q178 Leo G. Perdue R3], T3] ] 7 -, (g &3, (A&
CLC, 2016), 368-369. YAI:= Leo G. Perdue. Ed. The Blackwell Companion to the Hebrew
Bible (Malden, Oxford, Carlton: Blackwell Publishing, 2005). “slbd 87370l t gk A}
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A OfZH= HRLe| 2| E FEEAETI? _oldle 217



Yol e greel gug % 123e
A5k A ohd WA Al S 4, 5 vt 9 o
A% FaAT AR Se] WAY S e on R daish dALh

o
F/9 R AFE7E AEGE 7] Wi, 242 2 e shurt HA] Rehe
A

El B = 5}
NS e oR WS W s FAGE ARt BEEe
F5@ 5 Ak olsh BAste] A HAAHA A E 79 21 P
)

A7 (1A A7t Bz)= WAL = A Euke gedt Aoz A

3]
=
T e R 2 AR e e

3. 3M71 22l ozt = 24

71Fae 27158 A7) 2789 It e JA 1A Sl
Z

By o] g wjmo] w7 Slaf kel gulm =
FEE Atk N, TS 2A o7k A B4 A5

Hol 4 o.2u wirol /e, kst o ARk g S

7
HE merism O 2 | sh= A HAES] AR E A

g3l = o] Fol Fae} o aje] =
Stk ofaf Afole] RE A4S E
A g,

34 U AAE, BHE 1A BU IAE, Evpa B ], TH oA A, (Flo] A 5
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Is the Woman Created with the Rib of the Man?

Syn-Woong Lee
Baekseok University

This study is about rethinking the Hebrew word “zzela” because
the translation of the Hebrew word “tzela” into ribs further intensifies
the gender conflict. For this purpose, this essay exegetically analyzes the
creation of human beings in Genesis 1 and the creation of woman in
Genesis 2 and proposes a new understanding and new translation.

From around the second century BCE, Judaism, which recorded
and preserved the Hebrew Bible, was the first to think about how to
translate “tzela” in Genesis 2. Reformers, in particular, posited the “side”
as the original meaning of “tzela,” but could not escape the androcentric
interpretation and used the translation “rib.” Unfortunately, in the process
of translation from Hebrew to another language, the Hebrew word “tzela”
was translated into ribs, resulting in the blind belief that women were
created as/from men’s “ribs” in Christianity.

With the transmission of Christianity to Korea, this translation
was combined with the patriarchal Confucian culture of Joseon and
the androcentric atmosphere of the Japanese colonial period, worsening
the problem of gender conflict as the theological basis for misogyny
and discrimination. However, to this day, this translation has not been
reevaluated within Christianity. To resolve this problem, this study

analyzes the creation story of the ancient Near East, reveals that “the
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creation of women through ribs” began with the ancient Sumerian
creation myth, and analyzes the uniqueness of the latter compared to the
Genesis creation story. Next, after clarifying that the “tzelem” of human
creation in Genesis 1 and the “tzela” of female creation in Genesis 2 are
linguistically related, it is suggested that Hebrew “tzela” be translated into
“form” or “shape,” rather than “rib” or “side.” Because man and woman
have already been created in the same “appearance” in the human creation
from Genesis 1, the female creation of Chapter 2 should logically be made
in the appearance of a man, not a man’s rib. Another reason to translate
“tzela” into “outward appearance” is that the original meaning of Hebrew
“ezer knegdo,” which translates to “corresponding helper,” is “help from
the other side facing the mirror,” so the creation of a woman is justified
only when a man has the same “outward appearance” as looking into the
mirror.

As a result, it is revealed that the creation of women is due to the
principle of creation presented in Genesis 1, “tohu and bohu” (11127 311).
In addition, it is argued that the difference between men and women is
not a difference in material or essence, but a distinction between external
clunkiness and delicacy, through the different verbs used in the creation of
men and women with the same appearance.

Therefore, this study reveals that women are not subordinated and
inferior to men at all, but that women and men are essentially equal and
equally cooperative beings. Finally, based on these conclusions, this study

urges the consequential social responsibility of Korean Christianity.

tzella, rib, Misogyny, sexist, social responsibility
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