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33 Francois Bovon, Das Evangelium nach Lukas (Lk 9,51-14:35) (EKK II1/2; Neukirchen
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[ ABSTRACT ]

In Search of the Impulse of the Non-Discirminatory
and Inclusive Traditions toward Samaria as Illuminated
by the Evaluation of the Deuteronomist (2 Kings
17:24-41) and the Evangelical Traditions

Minsu Oh
Daeshin University

The goal of this study is to reexamine the final assessment of the
northern Kingdom (2 Kings 17) by the Deuteronomist and the description
of the Samaritans in Jesus’ Samaritan ministry that left traces in the
Gospel tradition, and to describe the context of the tradition of non-
discriminatory inclusiveness toward Samaria geographically, historically,
and theologically. To this end, the researcher examined the explicit and
implicit messages to the recipients in the text of the Deuteronomist, and
approached the Samaritan descriptions in Luke and John as consistent
theological themes of each gospel. In addition, the silence on Samaria was
explained by reconstructing the authorship environment and recipient
group of the group of transmitters in Mark and Matthew, which do not
explicitly mention Samaria. The results of this study are as follows. The
evaluation that the northern Kingdom was religiously syncretistic and the
southern Kingdom was not requires a reconsideration of its validity. The
author of Kings does not take it for granted that Jerusalem was not the
central sanctuary(?) as the basis for the destruction of northern Israel. In

fact, since both kingdoms were fostering syncretism, it is not appropriate
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as a factual basis for discrimination against Samaria even when based
on the historical evaluation principle of the Deuteronomist historian.
First, 2 Kings 17:24-41 describes the religious situation in Samaria, an
administrative province of Assyria, immediately after the fall of Samaria
in 722 BCE, and has no connection to the conflict (division) between
the two sides after the reconstruction of the Temple of Jerusalem in the
Persian era (Ezra 4:1-5; Hag 2:10-14). Second, 2 Kings 17:24-41
directly criticizes the ‘exilic tension and confrontation’ between the North
and South for approximately 150 years, and the direct recipients of this
criticism are foreigners, who were immigrants and had no idea about the
‘sins of Jeroboam,” and who had followed the laws of their own gods until
now only recently became interested in the faith of Yahweh. The implied
recipients of this text were the northern kingdom refugees living in
Samaria, who appealed to them to break away from the syncretism of the
newly arrived upper class and return to the Yahweh cult in Jerusalem.

The spark of religious schism between Jews and Samaritans began
gradually in the late 4th century BCE with the marriage of the Jerusalem
priest Manasseh with the daughter of Sanballat III, and reached its climax
with the destruction of the temple on Mount Gerizim by the Hasmonean
John Hyrcanus. However, not all Jewish sects and representatives around
the 1st century BCE considered the Samaritans to be foreigners or
syncretists. The Samaritans had the marks of Jewish identity (observance
of the Torah, the Sabbath, dietary taboos, circumcision). They too were a
religious group within the Jewish faith. The Samaritans’ membership in
the congregation of Israel was never denied, but was merely regarded with
suspicion.

This non-discriminatory and inclusive tone forms the social and
religious background of the Gospel accounts. Luke’s and John's Gospels

regard Samaria as part of Israel and respectfully accepts it despite its
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differences with other Jewish groups (Sadducees, Pharisees, Essenes,
Qumran). The problem of the Samaritan community was an issue within
the larger framework of Judaism. Jesus’ ministry attempted to show the
essence of the messianic kingdom through the confessions and good
deeds of the Samaritans, who were a minority within this inclusive
tone. Therefore, Jesus’ ministry in the Gospels breaks down the barriers
between Jews and Samaritans that were latent in the general public,
and reconstructs Israel as the people of God. The twelve disciples were
Israel’s representatives for this purpose. The Gospel tradition relativizes
the exclusion and discrimination against the Samaritans, and rather goes
beyond the perspective of the Deuteronomist, desiring integration and
acceptance, to materialize the (partial) fulfillment of the prophetic texts
(Jer 23:2f; 33: 14f; Ezek 34:15f) that anticipated the restoration of the
northern kingdom and the eventual reunification of the two kingdoms as

Israel under the Davidic system.

Northern Kingdom, Samaria, Judaism, Mount Gerizim, shisma, Israel
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