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17 Gary N. Knoppers, “Revisiting the Samarian Question in the Persian Period,” Judah and
the Judeans in the Persian Period, ed. Oded Lipschitz and Manfred Oeming (Winona Lake:
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Continuity and Discontinuity in the Post-Exilic
Community: A Background for Interpreting the Book
of Chronicles

Bonsam Koo
Stellenbosch University

This study examines the theological and socio-historical background
of the book of Chronicles by exploring the tension of continuity and
discontinuity experienced by the post-exilic Yehud community. In
particular, it focuses on how the Chronicler reinterprets Israel’s past
through the concept of “All Israel” as a means of identity negotiation
in a new imperial context. The purpose of this study is to demonstrate
that the Chronicler’s vision was not merely a historical recollection but a
theological strategy to reconfigure Israel’s collective identity under Persian
rule.

Methodologically, this research employs literary-critical analysis of
the genealogies in 1 Chronicles 1-9 and their function within the overall
narrative of Chronicles. At the same time, it draws on socio-historical and
archaeological data to reconstruct the late Persian context in which the
Chronicler and his community lived. By integrating these approaches,
the study situates the Chronicler’s work within the political, cultic,
communal, and theological spheres of Yehud.

The research reveals that the Chronicler used “All Israel” not

only as a unifying term for all twelve tribes, but also as a theological
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response to the fragmented reality of the post-exilic period. Issues such
as the returnee—remainee conflict, the authority of cultic personnel,
and Yehud’s subjection to imperial power are reframed through the
Chronicler’s inclusive historiography. In doing so, the Chronicler offers a
reinterpretation of Israel’s identity — one that both honors tradition and
addresses the challenges of a new age.

Ultimately, the essay concludes that Chronicles should be read as a
theologically motivated narrative that engages in identity reconstruction
through the interplay of memory, tradition, and present reality within the

post-exilic world.

Historical Background of Chronicles, the Post-Exilic Community, Yehud,
All Israel, Continuity and Discontinuity, Identity Negotiation
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