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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Relationship of the Messages of Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi: Focusing on the Temple and
Three Themes

Rae-Yong Kim
Hyupsung University

This paper aims to study the structure of Haggai, Zechariah,
and Malachi, which deal with the message of restoration after the
Babylonian captivity, and the common themes that they use to compose
their messages. To this end, Haggai and Zechariah 1-8 were divided
into documents before the rebuilding of the temple, and Malachi and
Zechariah 9-14 were divided into documents after the rebuilding of the
temple, and the structure, content, and expression of each prophetic
book were investigated. Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi have the same
structure (two structures) and compose their messages based on the same
themes (temple and leaders/people, temple and nations, temple and
holiness). First, Haggai emphasizes the issues of leaders/people, the role of
the nations, and the importance of holiness in relation to the rebuilding of
the temple through two structures: temple rebuilding (Haggai 1:1-2:19)
and supplementary explanation (Haggai 2:20-23). Second, Zechariah
1-8 emphasizes the role of leaders in rebuilding the temple and restoring
the community, YHWH’s judgment of the nations and the nations’
worship of YHWH, and the need for holiness through two structures:

eight visions (Zech. 1-6) and supplementary explanations (Zech. 7-8),
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which were not covered in Haggai. Third, Malachi points out the issues
of holiness in relation to the nations, YHWH’s community love and the
issues of priests, the issues of leaders and people in relation to tithes and
offerings, and the issues of mixed marriages and divorce through two
structures: six arguments (Mal. 1-3) and supplementary explanations
(Mal. 4). Fourth, Zechariah 9-14 emphasizes YHWH’s judgment of
the nations and their worship of YHWH, the issues of leaders, and the
holiness of the community through the spirit, the spring, and the fire
through paragraphs that use “on that day” (Zech. 9-13) and paragraphs
that use “YHWH’s day” (Zech. 14). In this respect, the three prophetic
books can be seen as gradually describing the process of restoration of
the returned community before and after the rebuilding of the temple,

centered on two structures and three themes, respectively.

Haggai, Zechariah 1-8, Zechariah 9-14, Malachi, Rebuilding of the Temple
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