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25 ANAY BES @e HANRES] EE3 AL A Rahlfs, Verzeichnis der griechischen
Handschrifien des Alten Testaments (Berlin: Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1914); D.
Fraenkel, Verzeichnis der griechischen Handschrifien des Alten Testaments. Sepatuaginta suppl.
Bd. I,1. Die Uberlieferung bis zum VIII. Jahrhundert (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
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27 =20 2R 200039 FSt2ETE /NG| M E3Fe3ITh AL Rahlfs/R.
Hanhart (eds.), Septuaginta. Id est Vetus Testamentum Graece iuxta LXX interpretes. Duo
volumina in uno, Editio altera (Stuttgare: 2000),

28 Septuaginta Vetus Testamentum Graecum. Auctoritate Academiae Scientiarum Gottingensis
editum (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht): I Genesis (Wevers, 1974); II,1 Exodus
(Wevers/Quast, 1991); 11,2 Leviticus (Wevers/Quast, 1986); 11,1 Numeri (Wevers/
Quast, *2020); II1,2 Deuteronomium (Wevers/Quast, “2006); IV,3 Ruth (Quast, *2009);
VIL2 Paralipomenon II (Hanhare, 2014); VIII1 Esdrae liber I (Hanhart, *1991); VIII,2
Esdrae liber IT (Hanhart, 2017); VIIIL,3 Esther (Hanhart, 21983); VIIL,4 Iudith (Hanhart,
1979); VIIL5 Tobit (Hanhart, 1983); IX,1 Maccabacorum liber I (Kappler, 1990); IX,2
Maccabaeorum liber II (Hanhare, *2008); IX,3 Maccabacorum liber III (Hanhart, *1980);
X Psalmi cum Odis (Rahlfs, *1979): XI,2 Ecclesiastes (Gentry, 2019); X1, 4 lob (Ziegler,
1982); XI1,1 Sapientia Salomonis (Ziegler, 2017); XIL,2 Sapientia Jesu Filii Sirach (Ziegler,
*2016): XII,3 Psalmi Salomonis (Albrecht, 2018); XIII Duodecim Prophetae (Ziegler,
*1984); XIV Laias (Ziegler, *1983); XV leremias, Baruch, Threni, Epistula leremiae (Ziegler,
2013); XVI,1 Ezechiel (Ziegle/Fraenkel, “2015); XVI,2 Susanna, Daniel, Bel et Dracho
(Ziegler/Fraenkel, 1999).

29  Almlelol @7e] 71 EAQ AR O 2= A von Gall, Der hebriische Pentateuch der
Samaritaner, vols. IV (Giessen: Topelmann, 1914-1918; repr. Berlin 1966)°] At} Alw}
2o} 279 w A2} B4l tallX+=, Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible, 74-90<
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(eds.), Aramaic Bible: Targums in Their Historical Context (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic
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33 H|slEtel] ik MR, S. P. Brock, 7he Bible in the Syriac Tradition (Piscataway: Gorgias
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[ ABSTRACT ]

Textual Criticism of the Old Testament

Jong-Hoon Kim
Busan Preshyterian University

This study explores the field of textual criticism of the Old
Testament, emphasizing its significance in reconstructing the earliest
attainable form of the biblical text based on extant manuscript evidence.
The Old Testament, unlike modern literary texts, has undergone centuries
of transmission, during which various textual variants (or “readings”)
emerged. These variants, though often minor and not doctrinally
significant, can have considerable implications for interpretation and
exegesis.

The paper first distinguishes textual criticism from related disciplines
such as literary criticism, underscoring that textual criticism focuses
specifically on the transmission history and physical form of the text,
rather than its compositional stages. The methodological foundation
of textual criticism lies in the comparative analysis of textual witnesses,
which include the Masoretic Text (MT), the Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran
Biblical Texts), the Septuagint (LXX), the Samaritan Pentateuch (SP), and
other ancient versions such as the Aramaic Targum, Syriac Peshitta, and
Latin Vulgate.

Each of these witnesses contributes uniquely to understanding the
history of the text. For instance, the Qumran scrolls have confirmed the

remarkable consistency of the Hebrew textual tradition over a millennium,
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while also exposing the textual diversity of the Second Temple period.
The Septuagint, though a translation, often preserves Hebrew source texts
older than the MT, and must be analyzed carefully for translation-related
distortions. The Samaritan Pentateuch, while ideologically motivated in
some readings, sometimes reflects ancient Hebrew forms also found in
Qumran texts.

The paper also categorizes textual variants into unintentional scribal
errors (e.g., haplography, dittography, graphic confusion) and intentional
modifications (e.g., theological censorship, grammatical correction,
harmonization), providing multiple case studies. These principles help
assess the plausibility of each reading and guide scholars in reconstructing
the likely oldest.

Ultimately, textual criticism enhances biblical scholarship by
providing a reliable base text for interpretation, translation, and theology.
While it acknowledges the fluidity of the text in antiquity, it also affirms
the high degree of textual stability within the Hebrew tradition. As
manuscript discoveries and critical editions continue to evolve, textual
criticism remains an indispensable foundation for sound exegesis and

academic engagement with the Old Testament.

textual criticism, textual witnesses, textual history, masoretic text, Septuagint,
Qumran biblical texts
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