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Al 1-370l] AFH A AL, diF-Eo] ‘Tsle] Al'ghe ZA9 & 7FA 2 ek

2 Bruce K. Waltke, James M. Houston, and Erika Moore, 7he Psalms as Christian Lament
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 2014), xi.

3 ARlo)(Saliers) AT RGN §H4o] A2 B ol 58 A A= eldk
1) 7370l gk FA] wjZolch, g1 B] e Al TA e thekdt 52 Aol
e &= Eata, ‘Al g2 JA e Jaererde] 2 FgdS A &
2] B&17] W&o, dld A e e vnlzs) Hol 11 Ay $elE shide] wekel A
52 oA Tz BN S Y, wef F-23, Awshs Aol A= 2) F i
A= BAAI7E A D F(lectionary) ol 4] A1) wA[ = o] 917] wZelth. 3) tthe] A}
L5 VU IHECIE, €5, B, oFF, £8 5)2 2dste 3 ol9A I
Aok &2 m27] ffo|th, ¥ S35 PEG mefjol] thek 257t v 271 wiEelth
Don Saliers, “Psalms in Our Lamentable World,” Yale Journal of Music & Religion 2 (2015),
104-105.

4 C. C. Broyles, “Lament, Psalms Of " in Tremper Longman III and Peter Enns ed., Dictionary
of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry & Writings (Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2008),
385.
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212} 7 Fof] Zheke] mAl(A] 22:22-31) 2 PRRITE, ‘IEF A=
o] Al0] =} 7)Q] B AIQ] Al 42-43H % “oH &lo] UFE ] AiLto]
7k ekl g2 SRR, ) shubd S o8] St =OF (4] 42:6,12;
43:4-5)2 vpRIth 22y, Al 888 & 18 [ A9l npte] = A3
k2l 3} bAoA 2
Fo = volziths Akl 55 9l
i 88¥lolt}® ukz o2 g o] 23]
Aol B 29l BFEoz vhE o] AJHS SRR £3t 7%
A&E e 2, shide] F ) A Rolgks 484 ddS widsi,
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Aol A4 FPed AR 2Elg A GaA B o2 S8 T
A A 8ol B3 N AFE Pmaka, B 2494 542 ¥
o 1B ANME ¥ aRmos 98 434 48 WA AN G

5 Claus Westermann, Praise and Lament in the Psalms (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1981), 74~
75.

6 shidel Zeol BelAE kS R Aadtel /UM, Shide FEa 49 7
oFo] I A}o 3] o} HAL RS SAl 0 " Mrok=tt | 89 (2023), 11-52; FAle}, “shid el
22 (violence) ?} €-2] Z| 21t (parody)”, T+F=1t 88 (2023), 41-70.
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E'_—?*:/_?_]_'(Walter Brueggemann)% 7\]% 883% 78_%—75‘ /1\_1001”0]] ﬂ]t}‘_]:
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257} (an embarrassment to conventional faith)©]2F3l % 34 ) Al 88H -2

7 Susan Gillingham, Psalms Through the Centuries: A Reception History Commentary on Psalms
73-151, Wiley Balckwell Bible Commentaries (Oxford: Wiley, 2022), 68-69.
8 Augustine, Expositions on the Psalms on Psalm 88; Gillingham, $12, 68-69.

9 AL TNAE FA I (Mg AW ETE, 2005), 729.
10  Gillingham, 15, 68-69.
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A=t Were AN E 9 Qo] Al e Beg 5ol
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3) G 1SS o2 SHaHA

Aol Bge] AR ssel BkEka 1349 F8 o
@ HAR ] o] ABE A7 W o wuigto} F8o| QJutd A

o] /=2 A3 AF-A$-E (Southwood) = Al 88H I} A|H 102
Hel F AlH 7127 ER3= "] & (illness experience) %
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2" (social death)oll FEFTH(A] 88:9, 19).° 1} A E9} A
(Hossfeld and Zenger)7]‘ A A gl 5o] o] AlHO] $17]7} HebH (AW, ==
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=%, 7] e, 299l shbd o=yl wang)ol 7] v o] AJH g2

11 Walter Brueggemann, 7he Message of the Psalms (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1984), 78-81.

12 Hans-Joachim Kraus, Psalms 60-150, Continental Commentaries (Minneapolis: Augsburg,
1989), 192, k-2 Al 889 9] Sixl7} 41 Zhgh o] o] A& Jreg &4 &}
o 7FeAol Erha Azt Zek$-2 Aol BE (Klaus Seybold)= AW 88H-L 1
= 27) 3kl %S ek 7= ekal BT Klaus Seybold, Das Geber Kranken im
Alten Testament, BWANT 99 (Stutthart: Kohlhammer, 1973), 117. Frank-Lothar Hossfeld
and Erich Zenger, Psalms 2, Hermenia (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005), 393141 A <1
& e Al 64, 38¢ 0] 71730] ogte = 7], 718 thETH, 8892 AW o]
3lEo] 2 UFS T JE TR By A7) o3l upet AlQle shud o] #
Alefl ol v & g ada) A=A ZHo] A3l m Q7o) #A Wslelr = 1y}
5ol Alskg & At A, 7] ofsthet 3] Bl wh2 whelo] Wish 3 A
Frek=tt ) 45 (2012), 207-234,

13 Kathertine Southwood, “Metaphor, Ilnees, and Idenity in Psalms 88 and 102", Journal for
the Study of the Old Testament vol. 43/2 (2019), 228-246,
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K31, Al 883 o] Al 84-87¢4 FAAC= AAH = Tojo}
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2] (the black sheep of the Psalter) ] A]¥ 88 o|oP L& "SR FAE o] F9]

A7E 918 7P o 3Rl 7] = ekaL 7 teie) e

>

14  Hossfeld and Zenger, $1&, 391, 393.

15 Robert L. Cole, The Shape and Message of Book III (Psalms 73-89), Journal for the Study of
the Old Testament Supplement Series vol. 307 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000),
167; Hossfeld and Zenger, S, 396-397, 413: Hee-Suk Kim, “An Intertextual Study of
Psalm 88 in the Context of Psalsm 84-89 and Its Theological Implications,” "7] =%,
17 (2011), 9-40.

16 C. Mandolfo, ‘Psalm 88 and the Holocaust: Lament in Search of a Divine Response,”
Biblbical Interpretation 15 (2007), 152, 154. ‘T84 0.2 9]7] (dialogical reading) & Al =
she ThExo] wEw lQl A <ol ©eletal Thtshe HaE] ok wEAQl S
EaE|7h FEsh AT A AR Aol o] thEg W gkt T8 Al 882 A1”]

ko] Sk 54 (singularly monologic)©] 7§ 7 2 o]th.
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17 Marion L. S. Carson, “Sheer Grace: Psalm 88, Depression and the Dark Night of the
Spirit”, Communio Viatorum 59/2 (2017), 160-176.

18  Nathaniel A. Carlson, “Lament: the Biblical Language of Trauma’, Cultural Encounters
11/1 (2015), 50-68.

19 A ssEel B9 179l AT AnE B 2Rk Aeisld el s ERes
June F. Dickie, “Psalm 88 with its Contexts (Historical, Literary, Canonical, Modern, and
Psychological): Do they help with Interpretation?”, Seriptura 122 (2023:1): 1-215 3=
sle}. tl7](Dickie)= A1 8830l #gt theket MaA+E A4, Bab4, A4, &
AA, Aeled SH o g BRste] vlelEAl, Al 883 dflAle] A& EAl7)aL E
4 on 2 FAs7 =itk 1= AlH 889 o] F-113t 1B} shide] HEolgk=
HAIE AR A7 ez, desld AA-gEA Alghs vgetal, shbd el dek
A Aol ek 24 AR-g AR A grhal et
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20 A 882 dEk A=) Al F v Al o2 of7 E31A
AR Eo /‘}%%‘_ FAlole] QAEE BT Hol & 71 22 JH
W ERA QUEAE Slstel: ol B e 2} Ae] AR
agolth Al EAloIsh Y go Tl Bet re
FA o] 7ol Tt o]3)” Teki=th, 16/2 (2010): 92-189.

21 R a2 Al'ghal sk mAloldl FEete] ek AR 167 26:11)&
W7o mykeh Agom iy dohte el $3'IA A9 839 971 AEdh
ukx) o) w2 Al sswol e B4 %89 gl A9 AdT} 2] 7)elo]
Eglonlg Jol X “1Eo] 9]0 TAlo] 11 &0 gRE] Aol “y)umo)
o715 Btk B W R BE, AR} Al digh WM Aohd #1o
Ebrj oz B AT 88H A7, A A 4lgl, 85 (2024), 105-128,

22 Cole, 12, 167.
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= 93, 58 Aoy E AFslts Lo o|&|3lr| = gt} Marvin E. Tate, Psalms 51-
100, WBC vol. 20 (Dalls: Word Books, 1998), 394-395,

rﬁ >

SE gt B4l 7| AlE 83T FAX o1} SR WIS A3 AXN N _ ol 61



At dF= S22 At AS 2K s aid 2:6)%) ek 2] 9}
o] F|gtet TAABH H thE Sake-e TSl Al A ot g
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Al BAo)ol| T k= JIEES] 43 AT,
o, % 5)ZE 3R ® vk Al 8?19] &llqte] =zt 7hs
4 1ot ol Fa3 2 oAl ko] npagd olgks FA|o) 7 Al
A 8979 mAo o} A& F/dshHA, *]?i 3] vpx] g vl
T Al 88-89 S AR|o] S = E dh= BebA AA|els ok
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Sl = A2 A 88U S X27] B 2] o] %o Agul Bels
o a|4a), 5 slEs) Aol AlH 88| A& 02 ol %
29] o]l A= o} Bshste] BACIA o] Azhdle] Fog et o
QAT Hrh 7 @ o ol A 88-808 & R Al9l50] B
ah= ®Ale] dZol glo] Shidel A% ol AgdA ] ARow
ZUAE Al 479] AT SAA side] Seo] Yels Bud 7

24 Victor H. Matthews, “Heman (Person),” in 7he Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary, ed. David
Noel Freedman (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 137.

25  James M. Hamilton Jr., Psalms, ed. T. Desmond Alexander, Thomas R. Schreiner, and
Andreas J. Kostenberger, vol. 2 of Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary (Bellingham,
WA: Lexham Academic, 2021), 125. SJUE-& 1] T2 oA ZZ A|¥H 88H L] A AE
Hrh AREARI Al 714} Z-2 AlQleo]ghal 814 kil s ntol2far A A ghct.

26 Al 88 TR QI BN R ERE I, AR Weks 1904 iRl HARE T
St QUAITH Al 3Ee] e AjH 88w o] 3t /9l 1Ee] 93]S HolAlE 2n
5 Agstal 958 AlAFSIY Erhard. S. Gerstenberger, Psalms, Part 2, and Lamentations,
FOTL vol. XV (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001), 141: Hossfeld and Zenger, $I&,
396-397, 413.

27 Hossfeld and Zenger, $1&, 394; WFA, 2= Al 8891-& £33k ‘vl Al=2] A7} =&
27] ]2l ol Aztel Th(Dan) Ade] F4] AFoIA] Ml EHeITk T, ol
AU A AR A o] 2h= v -2 "=t} Michael Goulder, 7he Psalms of the Sons of Korah,
JSOT Supplement (University of Sheffiled, 1982).
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28  Brent A. Strawn, “The Black Hole at the Center of the Psalms,” Interpretation vol. 78(2)
(2024): 106-119.

29 AXEIH A (Gerstenberger) = A1 889 9] 73d gt BHao] A Bf AR T ] =3
whS )M AFEEI S 7 & AAIEH, o] & Shbd Et AlR] Aol €] X1 gk |
S kg sk 4lde] 23 o & o]d| gt} Gerstenberger, S, 145-146.

30  Dickie, $12, 17.

SE gt B4l 7| AlE 83T FAX o1} SR WIS A3 AXN N _ ol 83



}‘]% 88H & ‘?——_l?_jé] .J—_’_%-O/] E/\]—,(I—lament)ﬂ]— ‘3]—1/]-‘]5]% '5;}:_]_— z‘g—vo/]
¢} 7 (God-lament)©] HHE-A 0 7 walshy A He| HF=3low 7k
7E A9 FEA FAE o] BTE E =2 A1 RHEARQ] 71 & of AlA)

o

the 3t ol Al 7ie] flog PR

-4
BN
2,
N
I
ol
£
>,
r =l
0
fo's}
i
il

1) 2-10a(1-9b)4 :
A WA ¥

7
shbd 214H(7-1028)

2) 10b-13(9b-12)4:

31 AR 719, A 88 R 4 gl i Bl Sl Abke 919 1=, Tep et

s

A3, 62 (2024), 63.

32 Broyles, $I2, 388.
33 Al 88l tht 3 B4 Sxtuirt vhekeh], A F A(1-9a, 9b-187) el A] Y]
Se o)e] Beto e TRATE B =R AJQle] A We] B8 1A ]
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(ot /e $9) BT 2228 E F0|AAG ol shie] Ao H, 2-10
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3) 14-19(13-18)4:
Al HA ‘T‘EZ]T?T'Tq' ZH-(1474)
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A BoA 4

A Ae) MR BE ol ToE g, ¥
Edoz Y=, AAH 0 shidel gzt o2
A2 AT, 7k vete) AEle 10, 149)9] F2 shide] olg
o] Sokmm)7h 1A E 3 WA, 10beIHE 5 A, 1484
2] A WA dol = AHg o] 44 Fl= 747k, o] skt
AZ(QA7E AL 02 e A BolA L YL GAI T

53], 7 A o] A&EH = AE11-138)2 SRl o] F7 %
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fr
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3(God -lament) 2} &F2] 7} |41 0] A=A 315 (1-lamene) 2} 71U 3] 15

34 Hossfeld and Zenger, $1&, 393.
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(1) 22133 74123, 10b, 14)
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(27), “Uhe] HewO”(*nm)(a@_) Z 2P W] oA AL 3HekE &
2 & Sgth® 1449 F2algonyw) =3 HFe el 159
T2 243 v S X2 53t 9] Arrhe 2:3). AlQle] 7]
EE AERY 71ey, Sl 27174 AAte] ZgeE]lE 7=t ok
e}, W& oA shbd & Eetes e 7wk
ol Alele] 7kt WEA ¢k A& AlQ
2795 /or) B2zl ona), ‘i @i50)(10bd) F2 Han o}
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% “—Z,—o]:

35 pus's 7RICA Asldet opile] 3142 (B 4:10), ob-ellAl FHE-E wjokl oA o]
At 27:34), wmrdl FHES Db Fohs 22l (F 41:55), ﬁ‘_%*} a5
AR F (3 18), olfl3e] e Agke] nFoA Fa23lE 2 (W] 20016, 2 26:7),
737re] 9171014 X]E‘C HIW (4] 22124, 27), o=e] 8 Ago R 3158 SAdtE &
D5k 4:3), 915} A7} G AR TEWE 5] G4} 5:7), kel 1%
o= Q3] Y 2] (AF65:14) 8 2H T w AHE-ETh

36 WA =EFgelA-gxE 3 Ao F, v 2k Y, INIOCT A9, (djo] 9),
(A& 582 AL 2019), 813. YAl Nancy L. deClaisse-Walford, Rolf A. Joacobson
and Beth Laneel Tanner, 7he Book of Psalms, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014).
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37  Brueggemann, $I&, 78-81.
38  Gerstenberger, $12, 145.
39  Hossfeld and Zenger, $1&, 395.
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[ ABSTRACT ]

The Unanswered Prayer of Lament: An Exegetical
Study of Psalm 88 and Its Practical Implications

Ayun Kim
Sudo International University

This study explores the theological and pastoral significance of Psalm
88, often considered the darkest psalm in the Hebrew Psalter. Unlike
most individual laments that move from complaint to praise, Psalm 88
concludes without resolution or divine response, presenting a unique case
of sustained anguish and divine silence. This paper investigates the literary
structure and theological features of Psalm 88, examining its poetic
elements, rhetorical flow, and theological implications.

Drawing on recent exegetical and theological scholarship, this study
highlights its role as a vital witness to the full range of human experience
before God- including despair, abandonment, and protest. Psalm 88
exemplifies a God-lament- a raw, honest protest that remains rooted in
relationship despite the divine silence. The psalm’s persistent cry in the
absence of divine reply reveals a paradoxical expression of ‘unanswered
faith, one that dares to confront God honestly yet endures even when
divine intervention seems absent.

The study further reflects on the pastoral relevance of Psalm 88 in the
context of the Korean church, where the tradition of lament has largely
disappeared from public worship. It argues that reclaiming the language

of lament can help faith communities engage more authentically with

SE gt B4l 7| AlE 83T FAX o1} SR WIS A3 AXN N _ ol 87



experiences of suffering and divine silence. The paper proposes practical
applications at three levels: personal (spiritual practices of lament),
communal (incorporating lament in worship and pastoral care), and social
(prophetic lament addressing collective suffering and trauma). Through
an exegetical and theological reading of Psalm 88, this study offers a
framework for reclaiming lament as a meaningful and necessary expression

of biblical faith in the Korean church context.

prayer, lament, suffering, the absence of God, Psalm 88
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